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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES

FEBRUARY
1

Scrabble

2

Committee meeting

4

Solo

9

Celebratory Lunch,
Greenacres Golf Club
Pay and notify Phil and Marg

10 Canasta
15 Walking for Enjoyment
Westgate Park & Yarra
17 Discussion
Harp Hotel
Creative Pursuits
Johnson Collection
18 Garden Appreciation
Como Gardens
21 3rd Sunday Lunching
The Bean Thief
23 Investors
25 Book Groups 1 & 2

Newsletter of the
Probus Club of
Greythorn
PO Box 85, Balwyn North, 3104
Email: info@greythornprobus.org.au
Web: greythornprobus.org.au

Ron’s Rambles

We are UP AND RUNNING!
Cast your eyes over all the
events currently planned, many of which will be subsidized
from Council grants. My thanks to Russ and all the convenors for getting these events organized so promptly. Please
let them know of your intentions as soon as possible.
I am looking forward to meeting with many of you who have
accepted the invitation to the Greenacres lunch. We have
over eighty coming and it will be a great opportunity for us
all to catch up.
Our picnic on the 12th January was a very successful day (see
inside). We were very lucky with the weather, both days
before and after were very hot, but we had a perfect day.
Ruffey Lake Park was an excellent location for our get together. It was our first event for the year and it was great to
be able to meet up again.
Having been your President throughout a difficult year in
2020, I am looking forward to an exciting time in 2021. It
promises to be a different year than 2020 and will be one
where we can share many enjoyable experiences with our
fellow club members.

Ron Johnson, President

BIRTHDAYS

GREYTHORN PROBUS COVID SAFE

FEBRUARY

1. Any members who are unwell should stay at home and not
join activities.
2. Hosts must ensure that home visits for club activities are
clean, sanitizer provided and COVID attendance log maintained.
3. If any member contracts the virus, notify any others in contact
with that person.
4. Check-in to the log of all visitors and attendees to activities.
5. Maintain physical distancing where applicable.
6. Comply with Government Guidelines.

Charlie Boschetti
Shirley Branagan
June Caithness
Sally Knight
Deirdre Lancaster
Fay Macrae
Elaine Provan
Helen Sanders
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Celebratory lunch
Launch 2021 with our Club’s (COVID
Safe) “Celebratory Lunch” at the
Greenacres Golf Club.
As members will be only too aware, we were
unable to hold our usual club birthday lunch
in July and nor were we able to hold a lunch
to celebrate the Christmas season. So a great
lunch is planned to really kick off our club’s
year ‘with a bang’. As a special treat, husband and wife musical duo, Kristie and Jimmy, will be performing at our function.
We look forward to joining with you for our
Celebratory lunch on February 9th at
Greenacres Golf Club.
Meeting time is 12noon. Cost per head is
$30 for a 3 course meal.
To book your place please send all monies to
Phil Pitsikas either by EFT or cheque, and advise Margaret Cox, the lunch convenor, by
email.
Lunch Convenor: Margaret Cox

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support
of our club and its activities
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Welfare
Greetings to all our members at the
start of what I hope will be an easier
Probus year for us all. I am sure we
are all looking forward to being able
to get together as a club in person.
I do hope everyone has enjoyed a
relaxing and happy Christmas and
holiday period and have been able to
enjoy our greater freedoms.
Unfortunately the holiday period does
not take a break from illness for some.
Shirley Bushnie’s ill health continues
and she is back in hospital.
Ron Roy as had several falls recently
and also has been in hospital again
but is now back at the Concierge.
Better news for Helen O’Brien who
has had a good response to her last
period of chemo and is having a break
from treatment.
Denise Boschetti is still having her
treatment and remains very positive.
Judy Brophy is still not fully recovered
from her surgery and still having some
difficulties with her hip.
On behalf of the club and myself, best
wishes to them and to others who
may be battling their health issues
privately.
My greetings for a happy day for
everyone having a birthday in
February. I hope you can celebrate
your special day with family and
friends.
Looking forward to saying hello personally soon.
With very best wishes.

$21,606.00
-$8,599.84
$13,006.16

Veronica

Scrabble

Monday 1 February—(1st Monday)
Please let Glenys, who will host the first games for 2021,
know if you are able to attend.

Convenor: Glenys Chalk .

Canasta
Wednesday 10 February—(2nd Wednesday)
The Canasta group will meet again on Wednesday to
begin a great year of games and friendship. Please let
your host know if attending.
Host: Veronica & Patrick McLellan .

Solo
Thursday 4 February—(1st Thursday)

Convenor: Ann Price

The Solo group will meet at 7.30pm at the home of Veronica and Pat McLellan. Please let the host know if you
are attending.

Convenor: Denise Powell
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Walking for Enjoyment Discussion
Monday 15 February—(3rd Monday)
WESTGATE PARK AND THE YARRA RIVER
Meet in THE WESTGATE PARK, CAR PARK off
Todd Road, Port Melbourne, at 10.00 a.m.
Melway 56 F1
Coffee at Pier 35
Possible lunch option at Pier 35
Leader John Astle

Wednesday 17 February—(3rd Wednesday)
Back to the future—or at least the Harp! Discussion
will commence in the “Committee Room” at The
Harp at 10:30am with lunch at 12 noon. Please confirm attendance with Roy for lunch booking.
As members will be aware, there’s a dispute on
about Google and other behemoths of ‘Big Tech’
paying an appropriate compensation for their use of
news organisations original content.
The Code in dispute was published in draft form by
ACCC at the government’s request with responses
invited by 28 August 2020. Needless to say, the
‘tech titans’ Google and Facebook are not happy
with the concept of paying—and, as the issue is a
world wide one, it may be a precedent other jurisdictions may follow.

Perhaps it’s therefore appropriate to look at replacement browsers/search tools for Google. If
the current dispute worsens we may need alternatives to the gmail email client—certainly ones
that do not track/record your every move on the
web.
Convenor: Roy Price
News Media and Digital
Platforms mandatory
Bargaining Code
Explanatory
Memorandum
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Creative Pursuits
Monday 22 February—(4th Monday)
Wednesday 17 February, 9:45am
All tickets for The
Johnson Collection
visit on February
17th are allocated.
Meet at the Pullman Hotel, Wellington Street, East
Melbourne by
9:45am.

Gardens (cont.)
The $12 entry fees for Como will be covered under a
grant the club obtained. Meet at the garden entrance at 10:00am. It is understood that the Café
will be open.
Como is located at the corner of Lechdale Ave and
Williams Roads, South Yarra.

Convenor: vacant

The visit will be
subsidised through
one of the club’s grants—the $10 balance of the entry fee
to be paid to Elaine at the Lunch on February 9th.
March we hope to visit Rippon Lea, for the Miss Fisher
Exhibition, on Wednesday March 3rd.
If interested see Elaine at the Lunch on February 9th. The
cost, normally $28, will be subsidised.
These dates are not our regular 3rd Monday meeting neither exhibition is open on a Monday.
Elaine would welcome any ideas for the months ahead.

Convenor: Elaine Provan

Garden Appreciation

3rd Sunday Lunch

Thursday –18 February—(3rd Thursday)

Sunday 21 February—(3rd Sunday)

With the return of our capacity to get out and enjoy
our gardens—and particularly public gardens and
those of others—it’s time to reinvigorate ourselves
and enjoy our time together.

Come and join us for
a glass of wine, tasty bite & friendship to enjoy at:
The Bean Thief
773 High Street, East Kew
All welcome
Please let Angela know if you can come by Thursday
18 February
Convenor: Angela Johns:

Ros feels she’s unable to continue as the convenor
of the group so it’s time for someone else to step up
and convene.
Our first garden outing for 2021 will be to the Como
gardens in South Yarra—to both view the garden
and to discuss garden visits for coming months.

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Investors

Book Group 1

Tuesday 23 February—(4th Tuesday)

Thursday 28 January—(4th Thursday)

Come and join the crystal ball gazing analysis of investments during 2021. At this meeting the group
generally establishes its “portfolio” of investments
for the forthcoming year.
7:30pm at the Greythorn Centre.

Our first meeting for the
year is this Thursday, 28th
January - "Where the Crawdads Sing" by Delia Owens
at my home.

Convenors: Charlie Boschetti

Thursday 25 February

Wal Hamilton

On Thursday, 25th February
we meet again to discuss
"Blue Ribbons Bitter Bread"
by Susanna de Vries.
Further details to be decided at our January meeting.
Convenor: Patricia Noseda 0

Book Group 2

Vaccinations go ‘drive through’

25 February, 2 pm—(4th Thursday)
Book Group 2 will discuss – THE SURVIVORS
by Jane Harper
Hostess -Joan Teele
This is a “Face to face”
meeting at 5/53 Chaucer Cres. Canterbury.
So please remember
the COVID Safe requirements.
The Survivors, a
standalone mystery, is set on the Tasmanian coast.
Kieran Elliott’s life changed forever on a single day
when a reckless mistake led to devastating consequences. The guilt that still haunts him resurfaces
during a visit with his young family to the small
coastal community he once called home.
Kieran’s parents are struggling in a town where fortunes are forged by the sea. Between them all is his
absent brother, Finn.
When a body is discovered on the beach, long-held
secrets threaten to emerge. A sunken wreck, a missing girl, and questions that have never washed
away...

Convenor: Joan Teele
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Multi-day trips
VICTORIA'S
SILO ART TRAIL
TOUR

Tassie in Spring

5 DAY TOUR.
15th - 19th MARCH

The itinerary for this tour is available by clicking on the ’buttons’ below and copies are
available at the February meeting.

8 DAY TOUR
6. - 13 OCTOBER

Our long awaited tour still has a couple
of vacancies . . . get in quick & contact
Cath Origlasso for details & to book
your seat.
This looks to be a
magnificent trip
taking in the Tulip
Festival and touring
north western
Tassie.
The tour needs to be booked by March as it
is an extremely
popular tour.

Final payments due in February.
Highlights include
Boort, home of the ‘Spanner Man’
Brim Silo—where it all began
Rupanyup, Sheephills, Patchewollock,
& Lascelles Silos
Stick Shed
4 nights accommodation,
4 * cooked breakfasts & 5 * lunches
4 * 2 course dinners

Click for
Brochure
Click for Booking form

Supporting community activities within the City of
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising.
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Day trips.

Point Nepean Day Tour.
9 am - 5 pm.
Date. TBA.
Cost: Depends on
numbers.
Still working on details.

Walhalla Railway Day Tour
8.30. - 5 pm Thursday
13th May
includes coach travel,
morning tea from
coach, weather permitting, one way fare
on Walhalla Goldfields
Railway,

Day trips are expected to
receive a subsidy from
some of our 2021 grants.
If you are interested in any
of these outings please get
in touch with Cath
Origlasso or Judy Brophy .

2 course lunch at Wally
Pub.
Cost $102 pp

The original Walhalla railway station was moved from
Walhalla and is currently—although perhaps in a somewhat restored state—the Hartwell Railway Station. The
station was designed by John Monash as a young
engineer.

Ultimate Indulgence Day Trip.
18th November.
This is fully booked but we have a
waiting list.
Melton Country Club for a delicious
morning tea. Then into the rolling
green hills of Gisborne South where we
visit the Gisborne Peak Winery, where
we have a guided tasting of some of
their fine wines.”
Lunch at Gisborne Peak Winery.
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A STORY FOR OUR TOUGH TIMES
Marcel was sick and tired of the world; of COVID 19, Brexit, Russian belligerence, global warming, racial tensions,
and the rest of the disturbing stories that occupy media
headlines.
Marcel drove his car into his garage and then sealed every
doorway and window as best he could. He got back into
his car and wound down all the windows, selected his
favorite radio station and hit the car’s ignition.
Four days later, a worried neighbor peered through his
garage window and saw him in the car. She notified the
emergency services and they broke in, pulling Marcel
from the car. A little sip of water and, surprisingly, he was
in perfect condition, but his Tesla had a dead battery.
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Our Canasta players enjoyed their
Christmas celebration at Olive Lane in
Balwyn on 9 December.

Around 36 members gathered on a lovely
summer day for a start of year picnic
at Ruffey Lake Park

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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2020—21 Committee and
Activity Convenors
President
Secretary
Treasurer
Committee
Past President
Welfare
Guest Speakers
Trips & Outings
Membership
Hospitality
“
Newsletter

Ron Johnson
Marty Malone
Phil Pitsikas
Lyn Stavretis
Veronica McLellan
Judy Brophy
Cath Origlasso
Peter Harman
Chresley Robson
Shirley Branagan
Russ Dawe
Martin Randall

Activity Convenors
Scrabble
Glenys Chalk
Solo
Denise Powell
Canasta
Ann Price
Walking for Enjoyment
John Astle
Discussion
Roy Price
Garden Appreciation
required
3rd Sunday Lunch
Angela Johns
Dine Out
Meredith Daniel
Creative Pursuits
Elaine Provan
Investors
Charlie Boschetti
Book Group 1
Patricia Noseda
Book Group 2
Joan Teele
Theatre outings
Barbara Mathews

Trump That !
What am I going to do now that
he’s “gone” (but not forgotten)

The Greythorn Probus Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday 9 March 2021.
All positions are declared vacant
and nominations for the
Committee positions/roles are required!
Please remember that the club can
only continue to run as effectively
as it has with a full compliment of
Committee and Activity Coordinators.
Please submit your nomination(s)
to Secretary Marty Malone by
Tuesday 9 February.

Click here for Nomination form
The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the
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Use your QR Code reader (if you’ve not got one operating on your phone it would be worth downloading and installing a free reader) to collect the relevant COVID contact tracing information via the club’s
QR Code.

Subscriptions and payments
for activities
Direct Debit (EFT)
BSB
Account No.
Please always insert your name and the
event in the message/reference area.
If paying by cheque: Cheque to be made
payable to Greythorn Probus;
please post directly to Phil—clearly indicating
the event and names of those attending.
ALSO please email the specific event
convenor.
Payment for Celebratory Lunch ($30.00pp):
—after EFT’ing the requisite funds please
advise our Treasurer (Phil Pitsikas) and the
lunch Convenor (Margaret Cox) by email.
Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

Activity Calendar
March
Scrabble
1 March
Committee meeting
2 March
Creative Pursuits Miss Fisher Exh’bn
3 March
Solo
4 March
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
9 March
Canasta
10 March
Walking for Enjoyment
15 March
Silo Art Tour
15—19 March
Discussion
Cancelled due to Tour
Garden Appreciation
18 March
3rd Sunday Lunch
21 March
Investors
23 March
Book Group 1
25 March
Book Group 2
25 March
Film Luncheons
TBA
Dine Out
TBA

April
Solo
Scrabble
Committee meeting
GENERAL MEETING
Canasta
Garden Appreciation
3rd Sunday Lunch
Walking for Enjoyment
Discussion
Investors
Book Group 1
Book Group 2
Creative Pursuits
ANZAC DAY
Film Luncheons
Dine Out

1 April
5 April
6 April
13 April
14 April
15 April
18 April
19 April
20 April
23 April
22 April
22 April
26 April
25 April
TBA
TBA

“Grey Matter”
Activity Group Convenors are
requested to send detail of their
March activities to Russ by
Tuesday 23 February.

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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