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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
3 August—Scrabble
No Scrabble due to restrictions

4 August—Committee meeting
By Zoom
6 August—Solo Group
by Zoom
7 August—Quiz comp FFFQFF
2:00pm by Zoom
11 August—General Meeting
By Zoom—speaker
commencing 10:00am
19 August—Discussion Group
TBA
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AUGUST
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Val Fisher
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Patrick McLellan
Rosemary McMeekin
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Joe Sanders
Margaret Steele
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Ron’s Rambles

The past week has been
frustrating to us all with
the news about the increase in Covid-19 numbers. With this in mind, I thought I
would pass on this joke to cheer us all up a little.
Medical experts were asked if it is time to ease the lockdown.
Allergists were in favour of scratching it, but Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves.
Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness,
while Radiologists could see right through it.
Gastroenterologists had a gut feeling about it, but Neurologists thought the Government had a lot of nerve.
Obstetricians felt everyone was labouring under a misconception, while Ophthalmologists considered the
idea short sighted.
Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body” while
Pediatricians said “Oh, grow up!”.
Plastic surgeons opined that this proposal would “put a
whole new face on matter”.
Anaesthetists thought the whole idea was a gas, and
those lofty Cardiologists didn’t have the heart to say
no.
I am looking forward to catching up with many of you at
our General meeting next week via Zoom (see page 2).
Most of us remember splitting our sides laughing at our
Christmas luncheon last year when we were entertained by
Don McQueen.

Ron Johnson,
President

Stay well stay safe
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X

The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the

Grey Matter Weekly - 20
Greythorn Probus

General Meeting
Tuesday 11 August
We’ve been having various interest groups
meeting via Zoom for the past few months.
Now we are stepping that up to a full general meeting.
The structure of our meeting will be
changed from normal, commencing at
10:00am on Tuesday 11 Aug. with our Guest
speaker, the bush poet Don McQueen.
A short business session will follow.
Don McQueen

Welfare
Ivy Angleton is going as well as can be expected at
this very difficult time. Members were able to join
her online for Ted’s funeral service. Ivy is in Melbourne at present but will hopefully return to Sorrento in the near future.
Denise Boschetti is continuing her treatment, but
some of the side effects are causing her some discomfort.
Several members are experiencing nasty coughs
which are continuing for a long time and not responding to treatment quickly. Of course, they have
all been COVID tested and happily are clear and
hopefully they will start to recover soon.
I am sure we are all disappointed that while so
many of us are ‘doing the right thing’ in lockdown,
apparently a few are not so the numbers are not
improving. Hopefully the message will get through
soon and we can at least return to some kind of
new normality and see each other again.
In the meantime my best wishes to everyone to
keep well, keep safe and warm. Good wishes to all
who are celebrating a birthday in August.
Veronica

Scrabble

— 1st Monday

Monday 3 August, —No Scrabble as yet
Players keen, but have to wait for restriction ease.
Convenor: Glenys Chalk

Zoom access info will be sent with the cover
email for next week’s GMW (21, 10 Aug.)
Make sure you’re ready to join your friends
on Zoom on Tuesday 10 August
Don McQueen has been acclaimed as the Bush Poet
of the Year now on six different occasions. His passion for Australian history and poetry recitals have
given rise to his many invitations to perform.
His involvement in Community affairs is widely
known and in 2006 was awarded an Australia day
Citizen of the Year Award by the Shire of Murrindindi.
He is a Life Member of both the Old Haileyburians
Amateur Football Club and the Camberwell Cricket
Club and a member of the Rotary E Club of Rotary
Nomads.
His love of Australian Bush Poetry is shared by his
love for the game of cricket which culminated in his
creation of the Hume and Hovell Cricket Ground at
Strath Creek, a 'Village Green' English cricket ground
in the heart of the Australian bush.
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Solo

— 1st Thursday

Thursday 6 August, —2:30 by Zoom
Convenor: Denise Powell

FFFQFF— Alternate Friday afternoons
Friday 7 August, - 2:00pm by Zoom

FRIVOLOUS FRIDAY FRIENDLY QUIZ for some
FUN and FELLOWSHIP.
BE IN IT TO WIN IT
The access information (“Meeting ID” and
“Password”) -will be sent out by email either Thursday afternoon or Friday morning.
Intending players please contact Judy Brophy
Reminders how to Zoom for those who haven’t been
Zooming around is set out later in this GMW.
Convenor: Judy Brophy
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Discussion Group
Wednesday 19 August, 11:00am by Zoom
Our health system has come in for a very heavy load over
recent months—and now specific criticism about the
structure and funding of public health in Victoria.
Prof Emeritus Peter Phelan, who practised as paediatrician with special interest in chest disease, will lead our
discussion.
Peter was on the staff of the RCH for 35 years, in the last
14 years was head of the Uni. Melb. Dept of Paediatrics.
He was on the RCH Board for 14 years. He was much involved in medical education, health policy, health and
hospital administration. This continued after retirement
from Uni. Melb. and he did many consultancies in these
fields. He joined the Board of Cabrini Health in 2004 and
was Chairman 2006-2010. Retired after that.
Questions that could be discussed
1. What outcomes indicate the effectiveness of a
health system and how does Australia stand?
2. What should we expect from quality general
practitioners, out of hospital and in hospital specialist
care?
3. Is private health (in reality hospital and optional out
of hospital ancillary services) insurance worth it?
4. What wants, as distinct from needs, does our health
system fail to meet?
5. How much does Australia in terms of GDP spend on
health, what percentage comes from taxes and what
paid by individuals and are these about right? How do
these compare with other countries?
6. Who uses the health system the most?
7. Is there much waste in our health care system?
Zoom access information will be emailed out at Monday
or Tuesday prior to the discussion.

Book Groups—4th Thursday
27 August, 2:00pm

Book Group 1

Book Group 2

Book Group 1

Discussing “Akin” by Emma Donoghue at it’s meeting
on 27 August.
With her new book, “Akin,” Donoghue returns to the
story of a child and an adult trapped together. But the
circumstances are far less bizarre, the constraints less
The Victorian government’s “Better Health Channel” (see
link below) claims “The healthcare system in Victoria pro- intense than “Room”. If “Room” was a horror novel
laced with sweetness, “Akin” is a sweet novel laced
vides high-quality health treatment, care, education and
with horror. It’s the story of a man learning late in life
disease prevention for all Victorians. It includes a wide
range of healthcare professionals, all working in numerous to expand his sense of family, to realize as never bepublic and private settings, such as hospitals, medical clin- fore who his kin are.
ics, community centres and private practice.”
The protagonist is a chemistry professor named Noah
https://www.betterhealth.vic.gov.au/health/
Selvaggio who recently retired to avoid the risk of
ServicesAndSupport/healthcare-system-in-Victoria
becoming a laughingstock. “Professor in his late sevAll welcome. Zoom access details will be sent out
enties sounded rather admirable,” Noah thinks, “but
with GMW 21 next week
professor in his eighties?” No thanks. That sensible
decision epitomizes Noah’s tough realism. Confronted
with the challenge of filling unscheduled days in New
York City, he decides to jump-start his new life with a
trip to Nice, France for the annual Carnival. There, he
plans to celebrate his 80th birthday and reconnect
with his hometown, a place he hasn’t seen since he
was shipped off to America as a child to escape the
Nazis.
Convenor: Patricia Noseda
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Book Group 2
Next read: “AN UNCONVENTIONAL WIFE”The Life of Julia Sorell Arnold , by Mary Hoban.
This well researched and stylishly written book gives
us the lost life of an inconvenient heroine, a woman
hobbled by her times, champing at the bit, going nowhere. Julia Sorell Arnold was a spirited, independent
woman in an age when women were expected to be
quiet. With insight and empathy, Hoban brings to
life Julia and Tom’s troublesome marriage and their
passionate but fractious relationship. Tom’s sudden
decision to become a Catholic caused a conflict that
would play out over three decades in a time when
science challenged religion, when industrialisation
challenged an established way of life, democracy was
on the rise and when women began to challenge
men. It was a conflict that would shape not only their
lives but that of their children.
Mary Hoban is a Melbourne-based writer and historian. Her first book was a history of Melbourne’s Victoria Market and she has authored, co-authored and
edited various textbooks, articles etc. on Australian
and Asian history.
In 2012 she was awarded the inaugural Hazel Rowley
Literary Fellowship to write the biography of Julia
Sorell Arnold.
Convenor: Joan Teele

How’s your knowledge
of Roman numbers?
Just saw the sequence
1, 1000,
51, 6 and 500,
Made interesting
reading

Recent Activities
Investors
Tuesday 28 July
The Investors Group met by Zoom on Tuesday evening to review the state of the market and, in particular, establish the level of profit being generated
through the group’s “portfolio”.

Unfortunately, while the number itself looks relatively respectable, the colour was red.
Nevertheless four of the stocks identified by members were showing up quite well, showing gains
from February from 0.63% to 76.27%.
…… and no, Chairman Charlie’s not banging his head
on the desk in dismay.

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of
our club and its activities
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Haven’t been Zooming?
Forgotten how to join a Zoom
meeting?
Simply click the hyperlink in the ‘invitation’ email
(the line of blue gobbledegook) or alternately, if you
have Zoom installed on your computer you can, click
the Zoom icon and then “Join Meeting” icon entering the meeting ID and password (both of which will
be set out in the joining meeting email) when
prompted.
Zoom start
icon

Join Meeting icon on
Zoom Home Page

13.

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

They were too *close* to the door to *close*
it.
The buck *does* funny things when the
*does* are present.
A seamstress and a *sewer* fell down into a
*sewer* line.
To help with planting, the farmer taught his
*sow* to *sow*.
The *wind* was too strong to *wind* the sail.
Upon seeing the *tear* in the painting I shed a
*tear*.
I had to *subject* the *subject* to a series of
tests.
How can I *intimate* this to my most
*intimate* friend?

Let's face it - English is a crazy language. There

For all of you who wonder why
people from other countries have
a bit of trouble with the English
language.
This is a clever piece put together by an English
teacher, who else?
*Homographs are words of like spelling but with
more than one meaning. A homograph that is also
pronounced differently is a heteronym.*
You think English is easy?? I think a retired English
teacher was bored...THIS IS GREAT !
Read all the way to the end.................This took a lot
of work to put together!
1.
The bandage was *wound* around the
*wound*.
2.
The farm was used to *produce produce*.
3.
The dump was so full that it had to *refuse*
more *refuse*.
4.
We must *polish* the *Polish* furniture.
5.
He could *lead* if he would get the *lead* out.
6.
The soldier decided to *desert* his dessert in
the *desert*.
7.
Since there is no time like the *present*, he
thought it was time to *present* the
*present*.
8.
A *bass* was painted on the head of the
*bass* drum.
9.
When shot at, the *dove dove* into the
bushes.
10. I did not *object* to the *object*.
11. The insurance was *invalid* for the *invalid*.
12. There was a *row* among the oarsmen about
how to *row*.

is no egg in eggplant, nor ham in hamburger; neither
apple nor pine in a pineapple. English muffins weren't invented in England or French fries in France.
Sweetmeats are candies while sweetbreads, which
aren't sweet, are meat. We take English for granted.
But if we explore its paradoxes, we find that quicksand can work slowly, boxing rings are square and a
guinea pig is neither from Guinea nor is it a pig.
And why is it that writers write but fingers don't fing,
grocers don't groce and hammers don't ham? If the
plural of tooth is teeth, why isn't the plural of booth,
beeth? One goose, 2 geese. So one moose, 2
meese? One index, 2 indices? Doesn't it seem crazy
that you can make amends but not one amend? If
you have a bunch of odds and ends and get rid of all
but one of them, what do you call it?
If teachers taught, why didn't preachers praught? If
a vegetarian eats vegetables, what does a humanitarian eat? Sometimes I think all the English speakers should be committed to an asylum for the verbally insane. In what language do people recite at a
play and play at a recital? Ship by truck and send
cargo by ship? Have noses that run and feet that
smell? How can a slim chance and a fat chance be
the same, while a wise man and a wise guy are opposites? You have to marvel at the unique lunacy of a
language in which your house can burn up as it burns
down, in which you fill in a form by filling it out and
in which, an alarm goes off by going on.
English was invented by people, not computers, and
it reflects the creativity of the human race, which, of
course, is not a race at all. That is why, when the
stars are out, they are visible, but when the lights
are out, they are invisible.
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Saw my
neighbour out
early this
morning
scraping the
“My kid is a
terrific
student”
sticker off her
minivan.
Guess the week
of homeschooling didn’t go
so well.

A husband and wife were doing a crossword puzzle.
The husband read, “Clue; overworked postman.”
The wife asked, “How many letters?”
“Thousands and thousands.”

My postman friend gets really angry when I
tell everyone what he does for a living.
I call him a mail escort.
Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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LIFE IS SHORT, SO DRINK THE
GOOD WINE FIRST !
I talked with a homeless man this
morning and asked him how he ended
up this way.
He said, ”Up until last week, I still had
it all. I had plenty to eat, my clothes
were washed and pressed, I had a
roof over my head, I had HDTV and
Internet, and I went to the gym, the
pool, and the library.
I was working on my MBA on-line. I
had no bills and no debt. I even had
full medical benefits coverage”.
I felt sorry for him, so I asked, “What
happened ? Drugs ? Alcohol ?
Divorce ?”
“Oh no, nothing like that,” he said.
“No, no... I was unexpectedly
paroled !”

'TRIP AT THE END OF
THE COVID19
TUNNEL'
VICTORIA'S SILO ART TRAIL 5 DAY TOUR.

Our trip has been moved to 15th - 19th
March 2021.
Thanks to Group Link Travel, who have been
able to keep the price at the 2019 quote
$1,060.00 per person twin share. Add
$200.00 for Single Supplement.
If you are already booked for the tour a second non-refundable $50.00 deposit per person will be required by 16th October 2020.
Everyone booked on the tour will receive the
new itinerary by email from Judy, or she will
post you one.

Rupanyup Silos

Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising,
community activities within the
City of Boroondara

If you would like to join us on this fantastic
trip there are a limited number of places available
"We are 'gunna' have a great time"
Please contact Judy
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Marty’s Playground
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these:
Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 19 of Grey
Matter
1.
Lady Windermere’s Fan (1892) act 3 Oscar
Wilde
2.
Meditations bk. 4, sect.43 Marcus Aurelius ad
121 - 80
3.
“Oh no, I got a cold” 1976 Pam Ayres 1947 4.
A History of the World in 10 ½ Chapters (1989)
“Parenthesis”. Cf. 221:10
Now find out who is responsible for these.
1.
There are good marriages, but no delightful
ones.
2.

Many men would take the death-sentence
without a whimper to escape the life-sentence
which fate carries in her other hand.

3.

The good ended happily, and the bad
unhappily. That is what fiction means.

4.

One should never trust a woman who tells one
her real age. A woman who would tell one
that, would tell one anything.

Exciting new
feature coming in
the next Edition
KINKY ADVERTISING
(aka No Bull)

BRAIN TEASERS;
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos. 1 through 14 (with
some exceptions).

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

Writers Block
Eiderdown
Twelve O’Clock
………………………?
Chain mail
Actor’s Understudy
Wooden Table
Writing Upside Down (try doing it with a mirror)
Morning has broken
Printed in Black & White
Anyone for Tennis
Park between the Lines
Pie in the Sky
Night falling

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to scrutiny.
Some I have no answer for. If you have another interpretation,
please contact the headmaster Mr. M. Malone and it will be
considered for ADDENDUM in the next issue of Grey Matter.

Now try the next block Nos. 1 through 12.
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