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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
NOVEMBER—DECEMBER
7 December—Scrabble Group
Lunch and play
8 December—General Meeting
Carols by Zoom
9 December—Canasta group
Christmas celebration
17 December—Combined Book Groups
picnic
21 December—Walking for Enjoyment
Yarra River Walk
24 December—Christmas Eve
25 December—Christmas Day
Happy Christmas
1 January—New Year’s Day
Happy New Year

12 January—New Year’s Lunch
Old England Hotel,
Heidelberg—notify Ron
2 February—Committee meeting
9 February—Celebratory Lunch,
Greenacres Golf Club
Pay and notify Phil and Marg

PO Box 85, Balwyn North, 3104
Email: info@greythornprobus.org.au
Web: greythornprobus.org.au

Ron’s Rambles

CELEBRATING 2021!
Our first major event for
2021 will be our General Meeting on 9th February. This will
be held at Greenacres Golf Club and will take the form of a
three course lunch, with entertainment arranged by our
famous celebrity agent, Judy Brophy. This is a special occasion to start off what promises to be a great year for our
club and will be a wonderful opportunity for us to catch up
with each other again.
The cost per person has been set at a very special $30 per
head (Greenacres price $50). Drinks will be at members’
own expense. It is important that we receive payments
ASAP, which need to be made by EFT transfer as normal.
Please send an email to our Treasurer, Phil Pitsikas, when
you are remitting payments and also to Margaret Cox who
has kindly agreed to be Convenor for the event.
We also plan to get together for lunch at the Old England
Hotel on 12th January. This is an informal lunch where we
all order our own meals and drinks, etc. To assist us in
providing the hotel with numbers, would you please email
me and advise me if you plan to come.
This will be the final Grey Matter for the year. On behalf of
the committee, I thank everyone for your wonderful support during what has been a very different year for all of
us.
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Ron Johnson, President

BIRTHDAYS
DECEMBER
Wendy Le Get
Mary Marshall
Peter Ogier
Anne Ponsford
Ken Purnell

Don’t forget—graphics
or pictures with a green
border will provide a
link to the internet
when pdf is viewed on a
computer or tablet

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X

The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the
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General Meeting
‘CAROLS by CANDLELIGHT’
Tuesday 8th December 2020,
10.00am

1. O Come All Ye
Faithful
O come, all ye faithful,
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem.
Come and behold Him,
Born the King of Angels!
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
O come, let us adore Him,
Christ the Lord.

December
Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven, to live with Thee there.

4. Silent Night
Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child.
Holy infant so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace
Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar
Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia,
Christ the Savior is born!
Christ the Savior is born

2. The First Noel
The First Noel the angel did say
Was to certain poor shepherds
in fields as they lay;
In fields as they lay, keeping their sheep,
On a cold winter's night that was so deep.

They looked up and saw a star
Shining in the east beyond them far,
And to the earth it gave great light,
And so it continued both day and night.
Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

Once in royal David's city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her Baby
In a manger for His bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little Child.
He came down to earth from heaven,
Who is God and Lord of all,
And His shelter was a stable,
And His cradle was a stall;
With the poor, and mean, and lowly,
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. Away in a Manger

6. Deck the Halls

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel,
Born is the King of Israel.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.

The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep in the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love Thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky
And stay by my cradle 'til morning is nigh.
Page 2

Deck the halls with boughs of holly, Fa la la la la
la la la!
'Tis the season to be jolly, Fa la la la la la la la!
Don we now our gay apparel, Fa la la la la la la
la!
Troll the ancient Yuletide carol, Fa la la la la la la
la!
Fast away the old year passes, Fa la la la la la la
la!

December
Hail the new, ye lads and lasses, Fa la la la la la la
la!
Sing we joyous all together! Fa la la la la la la la!
Heedless of the wind and weather, Fa la la la la
la la la!

7. Good King
Wenceslas
Good King Wenceslas looked out
On the feast of Stephen
When the snow lay round about
Deep and crisp and even
Brightly shone the moon that night
Though the frost was cruel
When a poor man came in sight
Gath’ring winter fuel
“Hither, page, and stand by me
If thou know’st it, telling
Yonder peasant, who is he?
Where and what his dwelling?”
“Sire, he lives a good league hence
Underneath the mountain
Right against the forest fence
By Saint Agnes’ fountain.”
“Bring me flesh and bring me wine
Bring me pine logs hither
Thou and I will see him dine
When we bear him thither.”
Page and monarch forth they went
Forth they went together
Through the rude wind’s wild lament
And the bitter weather

8. Joy to the World
Joy to The world! The Lord is come
Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love And wonders of His love
And wonder wonders of His love
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9. Jingle Bells
Dashing through the snow
On a one horse open sleigh
O'er the fields we go,
Laughing all the way
Bells on bob tail ring,
making spirits bright
What fun it is to laugh and sing
A sleighing song tonight
Oh, jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one horse open sleigh
Jingle bells, jingle bells
Jingle all the way
Oh, what fun it is to ride
In a one horse open sleigh

10.We Wish You A
Merry Christmas
We wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas,
And a Happy New Year.
Good tidings to you,
And all of your kin,
Good tidings for Christmas,
And a Happy New Year.

We wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas,
We wish you a Merry Christmas,
And a Happy New Year

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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Committee Report
COMMITTEE REPORT/SUMMARY (December 2020)
Your Committee met at Greenacres Golf Club, on
Tuesday, December 1st starting 10.02 am. and concluding at 12.01pm.
Present: Ron Johnson, Lyn Stavretis, Marty Malone,
Russ Dawe, Veronica McLellan, Peter Harman, Merilyn Newnham, Chresley Robson, Cath Origlasso, Judy
Brophy, Shirley Branagan and Martin Randall.
Apologies: Phil Pitsikas.

December
CATHOLIC MORNING COFFEE
Four old Catholic men and a Catholic woman were having
coffee in St. Peters Square.
The first Catholic man tells his friends, "My son is a priest,
when he walks into a room, everyone calls him 'Father'“.
The second Catholic man chirps, "My son is a Bishop.
When he walks into a room people call him 'Your Grace'“.
The third Catholic gent says, "My son is a Cardinal. When
he enters a room everyone bows their head and says 'Your
Eminence'“.
The fourth Catholic man says very proudly, "My son is the
Pope. When he walks into a room people call him 'Your
Holiness'“.
Since the lone Catholic woman was sipping her coffee in
silence, the four men give her a subtle, "Well....?"
She proudly replies, I have a daughter, SLIM & TALL
40 D Breasts
24" WAIST and
34" HIPS

When she walks into a
room, people say,
The President (Ron Johnson) opened the meeting.
The minutes of the last Committee meeting were
passed. There was no business arising. Marty presented Correspondence and general discussion took
place.

“ JESUS"

Lyn has been authorized to purchase one noncontact thermometer plus sanitizer, wipes and protective gloves for members use when we get back
together as a group. These items will be of particular use on organized bus trips in 2021.
Ron brought us up to date on the progress of grants
lodged and also the COVID-19 Safe Plan for Greythorn Probus. In Phil’s absence the Treasurer’s Report was accepted. Peter then presented his Membership Report.

The post COVID lockdown Christmas tree

Welfare (Veronica McLellan) was as usual comprehensively covered in her report. Details are to be
found in Grey Matter.
Chresley Robson (Hospitality) had nothing to report.
It was great to have Shirley Branagan back and she
said a few words of praise for the committee and the
great work it does. It was very nice to feel appreciated.
Judy was in attendance
after a traumatic time
since her hip operation. A
brave appearance indeed.
Cathy gave a detailed commentary of many trips
(both day trips and longer
(Cont. p 5)
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December
Committee Report
(Cont)
ones) which are in the planning stage for 2021. Both
Judy and Cathy are to be congratulated for the amount of
work and thought which goes
into this planning.
• Silo Trip: March 15—19
2021.
• Confirmed Date: Ultimate
Indulgence 18th
November 2021.
In Pipeline: Point Nepean
trip, Mornington Peninsula
Gondola trip, Tasmanian Tulip Festival trip, Blue Mountains trip, Gippsland Bush fire
trip, Walhalla trip.
Martin Randall suggested a
number of possible trips with
a linked guest speaker.
The Newsletter (Russ Dawe)
as usual speaks for itself.
There will be only one Grey
Matter in December, (this
issue) then a follow up by
Email in January. The costs of
running a weekly newsletter
were discussed.
Under the general heading of
Other Business, the Committee dealt with such topics
as:
The General Meeting 8th December format/guest speaker.
Telephone Tree/Christmas
Cards (combined).
Greenacres Lunch in February
9th.
Old England lunch January
12th.
Christmas picnic (abandoned)
Succession planning
Some general discussion took
place just prior to the conclusion of the meeting.
The meeting concluded at
12.01 pm
Prepared by Marty.
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PROBUS CLUB OF GREYTHORN
INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2020
INCOME
Christmas Lunch Dep Refund

$250.00

Income to 30/11/2020

$12,516.00

Silo Art Tour

$100.00

Income to 31/10/2020

$-12,166.00

Income November 2020

$350.00

$350.00
EXPENDITURE
Zoom Pro Subscription

$23.09

Expenditure to 30/11/2020

$8,135.06

Badges

$20.00

Expenditure to 31/10/2020

$-7,676.62

Flowers

$85.00

Expenditure November 2020

Stationery

$230.35

Silo Art Tour

$100.00

$458.44

458.44

RECONCILIATION AS AT 30th NOVEMBER 2020
INCOME
Boroondara Council Grant
Theatre Tickets
Annual Subscriptions
New Members
Tao Tao Dine Out
MCC Lunch
Ultimate Indulgence Trip
TicketMaster Refund
Bring and Buy
Christmas Lunch Dep Refd
Silo Art Tour

EXPENDITURE
$2,791.00
$869.00
$5,500.00
$280.00
$160.00
$420.00
$800.00
$1,264.00
$82.00
$250.00
$100.00

SURPLUS

$12,516.00
-$8,135.06
$4,380.94

Balance as at 1.1.2020
SURPLUS
BANK STATEMENT

$6,870.65
$4,380.94
$11,251.59

Committee Mtg Room Hire
St Aidan's Rental
Theatre Tickets
Stationery
Flowers
Badges
Gifts and Wine
Morning Teas
PO Box Hire
Website
Corporate Affairs Fee
Refunds
PSPL Capitation Fees
Bring and Buy
Covid Mask Materials
Zoom Subscriptions
Silo Art Tour

$74.00
$621.00
$1,264.00
$1,222.22
$124.95
$74.50
$324.62
$39.55
$134.00
$557.25
$59.20
$1,944.00
$1,362.00
$82.00
$82.50
$69.27
$100.00
$8,135.06

CHECK:
BANK STATEMENT
CALCULATED

$11,251.59
$11,251.59

Phil Pitsikas
Treasurer
28/11/2020
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Welfare

Scrabble

It is good to be able to have some good news to report as we approach the end of this difficult year for
us all.

1st Monday—Monday 7 December
The scrabble group will be meeting and playing
again! Monday 7th December at 12 noon for lunch
followed by a game.
Please contact the host, Elaine Provan, by Friday 4
December to confirm your attendance.
Convenor: Glenys Chalk.

Judy Brophy after another brief stay in hospital to
sort out another problem is greatly improved and
even getting out and about a bit. Hopefully it will be
smooth sailing from now.
Phillip Pitsikas has also had another brief return to
hospital to have his kidney stone successfully removed and his back at long last is improving so he is
able to be more mobile.
Ron Roy is also out of hospital and happily home at
the Concierge.
Denise Boschetti had some good test results and is
able to enjoy a good Christmas with her family. Her
treatment will continue.
Helen Obrien is also continuing with her treatment.
Angie Randall, after a slight setback following her
knee surgery, is recovering well again and I am sure
we are all looking forward to our concert from her
and Judy on Tuesday.
I know there are some other members of the club
who are battling ill health and other problems at the
moment, so my best wishes to them. I hope they will
soon be feeling better.
My special thoughts are with all those who have lost
a loved one during the year. I know this will be a
difficult time for you.
It is so good to be able to celebrate all our doughnut
days after such a terrible year and I am sure we are
all hoping to return to some more normal times next
year and meeting properly.
Wishing everyone a very happy and relaxing Christmas and a healthy 2021.
Finally wishing everyone enjoying a birthday during
December and January a very happy day and a
healthy year ahead.
With very best wishes

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support
of our club and its activities

Page 6

Canasta
2nd Wednesday—Wednesday 9 December
The Canasta group will celebrate its Christmas
breakup with lunch at Olive Lane in North Balwyn on
9 December.
We’re all looking forward to celebrating together
after zooming all year.
Convenor: Ann Price

Combined Book Groups
picnic
Thursday 17 December, 12:30pm
We will meet in
CANTERBURY GARDENS,
12.30 PM, THURSDAY 17TH DECEMBER
BYO – EVERYTHING !!
food, drinks chair, rug etc . ( Umbrella ?!! )
We will meet at the back section of the Gardens in the
flat area in front of the Rose Garden.
Enter from either the garden entrance at the end of
Chaucer Crescent or the Canterbury Railway car park
entered from Canterbury Rd.
Parking is available in Chaucer Cres. opposite the children’s play ground and 2 hourly on the Abingdon side of
the road and also in Keats St.
Looking forward to seeing you all.

For Melbournians —-the longest time….

December
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Book Group Reports
Thursday 26 November
Book Group 1: “Metropolis” by Phillip Kerr—the
14th, and final, Bernie Gunther thriller.

Walking for Enjoyment
Take a break from your Christmas preparations, come for
a walk ,a coffee and a chat.
Monday 21st December 10.00 a.m.
Yarra River walk. Hawthorn.
Meet at the Hawthorn Bridge end of Creswick St. Hawthorn.
Melway 44 K 9
Coffee en route
Leader: John Astle 0419895121

Creative Pursuits
Special event—Wednesday 17 February 2021
Elaine has managed to get a booking for The Johnson Collection for Wednesday 17 February at 10:ooam—but only
8 tickets were available. Tickets are $23.00 each.
It will be first come first served so if you wish to attend
contact:
Convenor: Elaine Provan.

This is the last Grey Matter for
2020.
The next issue will be for February
2021. Convenors are requested to
send detail for that issue to Russ by
Tuesday 26 January

There was a good attendance. Stanly Petzall led the
discussion of the book Metropolis by Philip Kerr set
in Berlin in 1928 against
the backdrop of the Weimar Republic. The novel
is a thriller discussing a
series of murders of prostitutes and disabled war
veterans. Philip Kerr’s
fictional detective Bernie
Gunther investigates and
solves the murders. The
novel works both as a
“whodunnit” and a social,
economic and political
commentary on the late
Weimar Republic.
There was an animated discussion, with some members enjoying the book and others who did not.
Stanley

It’s called Evolution!
The Darwin Awards finalists

Supporting community activities within the City of
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising.
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Religion making a comeback!

The
Ultimate Indulgence
day trip
Lock into your 2021 diary . . . . our long
awaited THE ULTIMATE INDULGENCE day
trip will take place on Thursday 18th
November. A limited number of places are
still available. This trip will be subsidised by
one of our successful grant applications.
Contact Cath Origlasso to secure a place or
for more details.

Book Group 2
BRUNY by Heather Rose.
Astrid Coleman is not only the twin sister of the
Premier of Tasmania but also the sister of the Leader
of the Opposition. She is not only a conflict resolution specialist working for the United Nations but a
covert CIA operative specialising in resolving major
conflicts. It is the CIA who orders her to find out
“who and what” is behind the bombing damage of
the 2 billion dollar bridge which is to link Bruny Island to the Tasmanian mainland.
Needless to say there is conflict between various
Groups, for and against the bridge and political involvement at both Federal and State level. Suspicion
also. Just why have the Chinese funded the bridge
construction and busily buying up many of Tasmania’s properties and assets?
The push is to get the bridge finished when a worker
is accidently killed while working overnight. When
the death is covered up and not reported the murky
plot thickens.
Over a period of months, scandals are hidden. Deals
are made behind closed doors and tension rises as
completion date draws near.
And behind it all are the Chinese who are playing the
long game. What is their aim?
SO--- What Happens ?
Does the bridge survive ?
This Book was an easy read which we all enjoyed. It
provided good discussion both of the book and
world politics and problems.
Joan
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Film Luncheons
Joan reports that the Palace Cinema is reviewing the
options for continuing the cinema luncheons and the
possibility of recommencing them early in the new
year.
Watch this space

December
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After a somewhat delayed start due to COVID,
Martin Randall received his Induction Pack at the
Committee meeting

Probus solo players post COVID Christmas dinner in
Wattle Park. Lovely evening after 10 months apart
and we welcomed our President Ron and Peggy as
guests of honour.
Anne

It’s not magic!
It’s time for all our members to think about 2021 and membership of our committee. We need your nomination(s) for the various roles and positions that make
this such a successful club.
While 2020 has been a difficult year for everyone, we’re sure that 2021 will be far
better. Your committee has secured several grants and sponsorships to ensure
that we have the resources to provide an exceptional year of activities. This is
your chance to be part of the planning.
A nomination form is included overleaf. Please use it to submit your nomination
(BTW—it’s quite valid to nominate yourself!).
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
2021 Annual General Meeting Elections

Nomination of Office Bearers and Committee Members
Please print details
Indicate the position for which you are nominating the member by placing a tick (√) in
the appropriate box.

Nomination:
I,________________________________________ being a financial member of the
Club nominate __________________________________for the position of
President

Committee member (6)

Vice President
Treasurer

Secretary
Signed________________________________Date_______________

Acceptance of the Nomination.

I,_______________________________________ being a financial member of the
Probus Club of Greythorn consent to my nomination for the position of
________________________indicated above with a tick(√).

Signed________________________________Date_______________
Nominations should be sent to The Secretary, Greythorn Probus Club Inc. PO Box 85,
Balwyn North 3104 to arrive prior to the February meeting (February 9, 2021)
or delivered to Marty Malone at the February meeting.
Page 10

December

COVID Safe Plan
1. Any members who are unwell should stay at
home and not join activities.
2. Hosts must ensure that home visits for activities such as book groups are clean and sanitizer provided.
3. If any member contracts the virus, notify any
others in contact with that person.

Grey Matter - 172
Use your QR Code reader (if you’ve not got one operating on your phone it would be worth downloading and installing a free reader) to collect the relevant COVID contact tracing information via the club’s
QR Code.
When you arrive at a Greythorn Probus activity open
your QR Code reader and point it at the QR code
which will be printed out and displayed at the event.
Enter the information it requests. This information
will then be available for contact tracing if required.

4. Maintain a log of all visitors and attendees to
activities.
5. Maintain physical distancing where applicable.
6. Comply with Government Guidelines.

Be COVID
safe
Convenors—Please ensure you have a sheet with the QR Code displayed or the patron contact log at any/all
activities and events for the foreseeable future

Convenors click here for pen
& paper attendance template
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Marty’s Playground
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these:
Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 36 of Grey
Matter
1.
Bernard Cornford 1886 – 1960 Stock question
to salesmen
2.
G. K. Chesterton 1874 – 1936 Heretics (1905)
ch.20
3.
Sir Winston Churchill 1874 – 1965 Speech.
Hansard 13 May 1940, col. 1502
4.
Pierre Corneille 1606 – 84 Le Cid (1637) act 2,
sc. 2

Now find out who is responsible for these.
1.
2.

What are Days for? Days are where we live.
We are all strong enough to bear the
misfortunes of others.
Pornography is the attempt to insult sex, to do
dirt on it.
Turn on, tune in and drop out.

BRAIN TEASERS
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.1 through 8
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

A Breed apart
The greatest of ease
The corner market
Beginning of the end
Lacrosse
Down to earth
Arc de Triomphe
A step above the rest

ALAS, THIS ENDETH THE SERIES OF BRAIN TEASERS.

NOW LET’S SEE IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO DO A
FEW COURSES FROM THE MARTY’S
PLAYGROUND LIST OF SELF FUNDED SHORT
COURSES BEING OFFERED IN 2021.
COURSE
NUMBER

COURSE
TITLE



If everything seems
to be going well, you
have obviously
overlooked something.

SELF IMPROVEMENT
SI100
Creative Suffering
SI101
Overcoming Peace of Mind
BUSINESS AND CAREER
BC 1
“ I made $200 in Real Estate”
BC 2
Money can make you Rich
HOME ECONOMICS
HC 1
How you can Convert Your Family
Room into a Garage
HC 2
Cultivating Viruses in your
Refrigerator



Support bacteria – they’re the only culture
some people have.

Subscriptions and payments for activities

3.

4.

Steven Wright
quotes……. born 6
December 1955



When everything is coming your way, you’re in
the wrong lane.



Ambition is a poor excuse for not having
enough sense to be lazy.




Hard work pays off in the future. Laziness pays
off now.
Everyone has a photographic memory. Some
just don’t have film.

• A misplaced modifier walks into a bar owned
by a man with a glass eye named Ralph.
• The past, present, and future walked into a bar.
It was tense.

Direct Debit (EFT)
BSB
633 000
Account No. 168 764 322
Please always insert your name and the event in the
message/reference area.
Payment for Celebratory Lunch: after EFT’ing the
requisite funds please advise our Treasurer
(Phil Pitsikas) and the event Convenor (Margaret
Cox) by email.
If paying by cheque: Cheque to be made payable to
Greythorn Probus;
please post directly to Phil—clearly indicating the
event and names of those attending. ALSO please
email Margaret Cox.

• A dyslexic walks into a bra.
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