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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
15 July—Discussion group
changed date
Zoom meeting
16 July—Garden Appreciation
Sorry—not possible under
current restrictions

20 July—Walking for enjoyment
No organised walks allowed
try the Ferndale Trail walk
23 July—Book groups
1: Les Parisiennes
2: American Dirt
27 July—Creative Pursuits
Zoom
28 July—Investors Group
Zoom

BIRTHDAYS JULY
Ted Angleton
Jean Bell
Erin Courtney
Liz Dawe
Lorna Johnson
Betty Maughan
Ron Roy
Heather Trumble
A little bird has told me that one of our July
birthdays is a ‘big 0’. Congratulations
Stay well stay safe

Ron’s Rambles

Well, here we all are back
in hibernation again! So
let’s bunker down during the Melbourne winter, stay positive during these new restrictions and keep in contact with
each other during the lockdown.
Also keep in touch with Zooming where possible and we
will endeavour to keep you entertained with our weekly
Newsletter. Please send any items of interest to Russ so we
can all share them together.
Roy has some interesting topics to present on Wednesday
the 15th and welcomes all who would like to attend by joining his Zoom discussion group.
Due to the lockdown, we are in the process of reviewing
dates for a number of our activities. Judy has just received
agreement to a change of dates for the Silo Art Trail five
day tour that will now proceed on 15th March which should
be a great time for the visit. She will advise more details as
soon as they become available. Other dates being reviewed are for our Celebratory lunch and Tallangatta tour.
We will pass on any changes as they come to hand.

This has been a year of constant adjustment and change.
We appreciate your patience and can assure you the committee is doing everything possible to keep our wonderful
club prospering and together.

Ron Johnson, President
"Whether you are in an
Uber or a taxi or if you
are on public transport
[or] even for the shopping … [it] is our request
of you, it's not compulsory, we are simply asking that if you can, wear
a mask where you can't
distance,"
Daniel Andrews
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X
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Committee Report July
Your Committee met via Zoom for their monthly
Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 7 July at 10 am and
the meeting concluded at 11.48 am. All members of
the committee attended and we were pleased to see
Shirley Branagan back.

We may be ‘socially isolated’ and with tight restrictions on getting out, but just a reminder of your
2020—21 Committee
President ------------------------------------- Ron Johnson
Vice President ------------------------------------- Vacant
Immediate Past President --------------- Lyn Stavretis
Secretary ----------------------------------- Marty Malone
Treasurer-------------------------------------- Phil Pitsikas
Welfare ------------------------------- Veronica McLellan
Outings/speakers ---------------------------Judy Brophy
Membership ------------------------------ Peter Harman
Archives ------------------------------ Merilyn Newnham
Newsletter ------------------------------------- Russ Dawe
Hospitality ------------------------------ Chresley Robson
Shirley Branagan
Veronica delivered her welfare report and details of
which are:

In substance the meeting went as follows:
Ron opened the meeting and thanked Merilyn
Newnham for taking on the Archivist role on the
Committee. The minutes of the June meeting were
approved.

Denise Boschetti—Denise is still undergoing her treatment and she is coping well with it.

Phil as usual did his job of outlining the Club’s finances in detail. Our liquidity at present is very good. As
at the end of June 97 members had paid their annual
subscriptions.

Ted Angleton—Ted is still settling down in his nursing
home in Rye.

Income June

Treasurer’s Report
$
Expenditure June

$

Peter then tabled his membership report and outlined that a list of Inactive Members is to be established. He concluded with details of our Capitation
payment thus far to PSPL.
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Geoff Griffiths—Geoff recently had a knee replacement and currently is undergoing rehab at Donvale.
Shirley Bushnie—Shirley is slowly improving at home.

Annual subs
$550.00 Stationery
201.50
Bring & Buy
$82.00 Refunds
100.00
Ultimate Indulgence Trip 450.00 Capitation Fees 1176.00
Gift
$55.50
$1,082.00
$1,533.00

First Wimbledon tennis tournament, 1883

Helen O’Brien—Helen is about to undergo another
course of chemotherapy.

My best wishes to everyone who is unwell at the moment.
Also best wishes to everyone celebrating a birthday
this month, especially to Ron Roy on celebrating his
90th birthday and to anyone else who may be celebrating a ‘special ‘ birthday. In spite of the current
restrictions I hope you are all able to enjoy the day
and may you all have a good year ahead.

Veronica
(Committee report continues over page)
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Committee Report (cont.)
Hospitality at present is in recess as a result of
COVID-19. This will no doubt be the case from now
until lockdown restrictions are eased and we can
once again get access to our usual meeting place at
St Aidan’s Church Hall (subject to their rulings in the
fullness of time).
Judy explained that the “Ultimate Indulgence” day
trip has had to be re scheduled—to Wednesday,
September 23rd and that the “Victorian Silo Art Trail
Tour” has now been postponed until 2021 . The
“North East Blitz Tour” is also in doubt.
Much discussion took place re guest speakers for
coming ZOOM presentations et al.
Russ then delivered his report and thanked all contributors to this very necessary publication, particularly in these difficult times. Much discussion ensued
covering costs of production, and distribution and
grants applications. These remain work in progress.
Merilyn gave her first report to the Committee re the
Archives.
The issue of the Club’s website, its costs and usage
and viability and discussion took place considering
other possible options such as our own Facebook
page and perhaps an “on line” system for club activities once we get back to normal.

feeling as a result of this viral crisis we are all dealing
with on a daily basis. Facebook was discussed further
as was You Tube potential. More information will
appear in weekly Newsletters.
Keep well, stay happy and GET INVOLVED.
Marty

Discussion Group
Wednesday 15 July, 11:00am

(Note day change)

COVID19 has made it clear that we are, for many of
our necessities, very vulnerable. Overseas manufacture, processing and transport can be so easily impacted and then we’re left without the things we
need.
Do we need to change our approach and make more
of the things we need? What are the implications?
The discussion will explore some of the issues, focussing, perhaps, on a couple of industries—one of
which formed a significant part of Australia’s
wealth in the past, the other what may be an
emerging opportunity for the country.

‘will it happen?’
•

Ron spoke of the grants applications already made
and that we were still waiting on.
Regarding a Risk Assessment Check List sent to us by
PSPL we agreed that our club conforms in every way
possible to comply with the law for all activities we
are able to run given the current conditions.
Roy Price’s very informative and enjoyable discussion groups are to be widened to appeal to a larger
audience. Details are available in this and in future
Newsletters.
The telephone Tree is deemed to be a valuable tool
in keeping in touch with members and will be continued.
In conclusion, discussion revolved around greater
inclusion and participation of members and that
members should be encouraged to JOIN IN to activities and not sit passively by, coping with the inevitable disillusionment and distress many people are

•

An increased local Wool Scouring industry?
(most of our raw wool goes overseas for
processing) and/or
A local H2 Hydrogen industry for motor
vehicles and export as energy ?

Everyone’s welcome to join in—for active participation or
just to listen to an interesting discussion.
A little pre-discussion consideration of these issues as
possible ‘local growth industries’ for discussion will assist
you to get more from the discussion.

Convenor: Roy Price

Garden Appreciation 3rd Thursday
was to be -Thursday 16th July, 10:30—sadly
it will not be able to happen until restrictions are removed.
Convenor Ros Sinclair

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support of
our club and its activities

Page 3

Grey Matter Weekly - 17

Book Groups —4th Thursday
Thursday 23 July
Book group 1 will discuss "Les Parisiennes" by
Anne Sebba.
In enthralling detail Sebba
explores the aftershock of
the Second World War.
How did women who survived to see the Liberation
of Paris come to terms with
their actions and those of
others? Although politics
lies at its heart, ‘Les Parisiennes’ is the first in depth
account of the everyday
lives of women and young girls in this most feminine
of cities.

Book group 2’s next read is the controversial
Working from home but missing the train trip

FOR ALL THE READERS
Each year, on the last weekend of July, Apollo Bay
has a “WordFest”. This year it’s free, online and
everyone is invited to participate.
Friday 24 July 7:00pm—”Perceptible” - a digital poetry ‘and pies’ event
Sat 25 July midday & podcast Sun 26 2:00pm—Warm
Winter Words—interviews with authors Tony Birch
and Michael Veitch
Join in online at apollobaywordfest.com
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‘American Dirt’ by Jeanine Cummings.
‘American Dirt’ is both a moral compass and a riveting read“, said bestselling author Ann Patchett. ‘‘I
couldn’t put it down. I’ll never stop thinking about
it.’’
Oprah Winfrey tweeted:
“From the first sentence,
I was IN … Like so many
of us, I’ve read newspaper articles and watched
television news stories
and seen movies about
the plight of families
looking for a better life,
but this story changed
the way I see what it
means to be a migrant in
a whole new way.”
On the other hand, the
backlash. It’s been attacked as ‘‘trauma porn’’, ‘‘fake
-ass social justice literature’’, ‘‘a Frankenstein of a
book’’. The US publisher, Flatiron Books, cancelled
the author tour due to security concerns and also
made significant concessions after a visit from some
of the most vocal critics.
Why such a polarised reception? The story is about
a Mexican mother and son who try to escape to the
US after a drug cartel massacres their family.
Convenor: Joan Teele
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Walking for Enjoyment

—3rd Monday

No organised walk on
Monday 20 July, 10:00am
This month’s walk will not be in Glen Iris—walking
the Ferndale Trail from Nettleton Park to Summerhill
Park—despite what we indicated in last week’s Grey
Matter.
Hopefully we’ll be able to start up again as a group
before too long.
Keeping active is particularly important during this
time of restriction, but you
must stay safe.
If you’re looking for a
pleasant walk for your own
exercise give this one a try.
Current restrictions in the
metropolitan area allow
outside exercise but with
“only one other person or
member of your household” and you must maintain a 1.5m separation.
The regulations appear to be:
“In metropolitan Melbourne and Mitchell Shire you
can leave your home to exercise outdoors in a public
space, either alone, with members of your household or with one other person outside your household.”
And
“You should also stay close to home and use common sense and consideration when it comes to
these activities.”
The walk goes past the Glen Iris Pantry—which does
a pretty good coffee and there is seating in the Ferndale park just over the road.

Hello Everybody,
On behalf of Charlie, myself and I’m sure
everyone, I want to express thanks to the
Committee for the exceptional communication, during this time. Especially the weekly
Newsletter keeping us in touch, also phone
calls and Zooming groups.
A special thanks to Russ, as it’s a big ask to
print each week!

Unfortunately we are back to square one with
Covid 19 as of today!
When Covid began to appear, and Pandemics
were mentioned, I decided to keep a journal
for history, thought the grandchildren maybe
interested?
Regrettably early May it morphed in to a
double “C” Journal - COVID & CANCER, with
the most unexpected diagnosis of Lung
Cancer.
Thank you all for your kindness and concern,
of cards, calls, letters, texts and flowers, they
are most appreciated. With the help of my
wonderful family and friends, I am staying
positive.
Day 42 of Treatment.
Stay well, Stay safe,
Warmest Regards

Denise
This girl said she recognised me from the
vegetarian club, but I'd never met herbivore.
Three old guys are out walking.
First one says, 'Windy, isn't it?'
Second one says, 'No, it's Thursday!'
Third one says, 'So am I.
Let's go get a beer..'

COVID and Australia is like the Spice
Girls. Everyone is doing their best but
Victoria is ruining it for everyone.
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For all Who Work With Rude Customers, isn't
it a shame WE can't actually do this!

I changed my iPod's name to
Titanic. It's syncing now.

An award should go to the Virgin Airlines desk
attendant in Sydney some months ago for being
smart and funny, while making her point, when confronted with a passenger who probably deserved to
fly as cargo.
A crowded Virgin flight was cancelled after Virgin's
767s had been withdrawn from service. A single
attendant was re-booking a long line of inconvenienced travellers. Suddenly, an angry passenger
pushed his way to the desk. He slapped his ticket
down on the counter and said,
"I HAVE to be on this flight and it HAS to be FIRST
CLASS".
The attendant replied, "I'm sorry, sir. I'll be happy to
try to help you, but I've got to help these people first,
and I'm sure we'll be able to work something out."
The passenger was unimpressed. He asked loudly, so
that the passengers behind him could hear, "DO YOU
HAVE ANY IDEA WHO I AM?"
Without hesitating, the attendant smiled and
grabbed her public address microphone and said:
"May I have your attention please, may I have your
attention please," she began - her voice heard clearly
throughout the terminal.
"We have a passenger here at Desk 14 WHO DOES
NOT KNOW WHO HE IS. If anyone can help him find
his identity, please come to Desk 14."
With the folks behind him in line laughing hysterically, the man glared at the Virgin attendant, gritted his
teeth and said, "F*#~. You!"
Without flinching, she smiled and said, (I love this bit)
"I'm sorry, sir, but you'll have to get in line for that
too."

I went for a run but came back after 2
minutes because I forgot something.
I forgot that I can’t run for more than 2
minutes.

Supporting, through their fantastic fund raising,
community activities within the
City of Boroondara
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Seems the local IGA had a special on razor blades recently.
Anyone recognise this chap?

A case of ‘I didn't like
my beard at first.
Then it grew on me?

In case you didn't already know this little tidbit of
wonderful trivia..............
On July 20, 1969, as commander of the Apollo 11
lunar module, Neil Armstrong was the first person to set foot on the moon.
His first words after stepping on the moon were:
"that's one small step for man, one giant leap for
mankind,"
were televised to earth and heard by millions.
But, just before he re-entered the lander, he
made the enigmatic remark "good luck, Mr.
Gorsky."
Many people at NASA thought it was a casual
remark concerning some rival soviet cosmonaut.
However, upon checking, there was no Gorsky in
either the Russian or American space programs.
Over the years, many people questioned Armstrong as to what the 'good luck, Mr. Gorsky'
statement meant, but Armstrong always just
smiled.
On July 5, 1995, in Tampa bay, Florida, while answering questions following a speech, a reporter
brought up the 26-year-old question about
Mr.Gorsky and this time he finally responded because his Mr. Gorsky had just died, so Neil Armstrong felt he could now answer the question.
Here is the answer to ‘who was Mr. Gorsky?’
In 1938, when he was a kid in a small midwestern town, he was playing baseball with a
friend in the backyard. His friend hit the ball,
which landed in his neighbor's yard by their bedroom window. His neighbors were Mr. and Mrs.
Gorsky.
As he leaned down to pick up the ball, young
Armstrong heard Mrs. Gorsky shouting at Mr.
Gorsky, "sex! You want sex?! You'll get sex when
the kid next door walks on the moon!"
It broke the place up.
Neil Armstrong's family confirmed that this is a
true story.
The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the
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Mount Rushmore from the Canadian side

Marty’s Playground

This what he actually had in mind????

Schoolchildren Howlers
The nineteenth century was a time of a great many
thoughts and inventions. People stopped
reproducing by hand and started reproducing by
machine. The invention of the steamboat caused a
network of rivers to spring up. Cyrus McCormick
invented the McCormick raper, which did the work
of a hundred men.
Louis Pasteur discovered a cure for rabbis. Charles
Darwin was a naturalist who wrote the Organ of the
Species. Madman Curie discovered radio and Karl
Marx became one of the Marx brothers.
An Artesian boar is a wild and dangerous animal
with sharp tusks and roams the plains of Artesia. It
loves to roll in the dust.

COMING NEXT WEEK:

Now try the next block Nos. 13 through 24

a new addition to the playground titled:
Find the Authors of these Quotable Quotes
(aka Get Google Wise and broaden your computer
investigative skills)

BRAIN TEASERS:
Solutions to last weeks block Nos. 1 through 12
1.
Sand box
2.
Man Overboard
3.
I Understand
4.
Reading between the Lines
5.
Long Underwear
6.
Cross Roads
7.
Downtown
8.
Tricycle
9.
Spit Level
10. Three Degrees below Zero
11. High Chair
12. Neon Lights
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Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.

