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CALENDAR OF
ACTIVITIES

10 June—Canasta Group
by Zoom
15 June— Walking Group
Studley Park Boathouse to
Dights Falls
16 June—Discussion Group
TBA
18 June—Garden Group
TBA
22 June—Creative Pursuits
Host: Elaine Provan
23 June—Investors Group
TBA
25 June—Book Group 1
The Electric Hotel, Dominic
Smith
—Book Group 2
The Wife and the Widow,
Christian White

BIRTHDAYS
JUNE
Jenny Currien
Neville
Daniel
APRIL
BIRTHDAYS
Dick Johnson
(second
tranch)
Elizabeth
Neales
Glenys Chalk
Vivienne
Newman
Pater Harman
Lorraine
JohnMannering
O’Brien
Kevin O’Connor

Ron’s Rambles

I attended a Seniors Citizens meeting conducted by the
Boroondara Council attended by a number of community
groups, it was very clear that our club is outperforming many
other Probus Clubs during the Covid-19 restrictions. Lyn has
also received many comments supporting this.
Your committee has been meeting by Zoom,
communicating with each other regularly and planning for the
future when things get back to normal. (See Committee Report
page 2). Despite many of our activities being on hold, we are all
working very hard to make sure that the club continues to
thrive.
The Celebratory lunch planned for 14th July at Greenacres
Golf Club has been postponed to 8th September. Please record
this date in your diaries. Cost of the lunch will be subsidized in
part by a grant approved by the council and details will be
provided in due course.
We are looking forward to the time we can all meet again
at a Club meeting. This will be subject to Government
guidelines and agreement with the church. We will let you know
as soon as this becomes possible.

Ron Johnson, President
The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the

Stay well stay safe

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X
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Committee Report
Your Committee met via Zoom for their monthly
Committee Meeting on Tuesday, 2 June at 10 am and the
meeting concluded at 12.05 pm. All members of the
committee attended.
The full committee for 2020 is as follows.
President .............. Ron Johnson
Vice President ...... As yet unfilled
Past President ...... Lyn Stavretis
Secretary .............. Marty Malone
Treasurer .............. Phillip Pitsikas
Newsletter ............ Russ Dawe
Welfare................. Veronica McLellan
Speakers ............... Judy Brophy
Hospitality ............ Chresley Robson & Shirley Branagan
Membership ......... Peter Harman
New Member ....... Merilyn Newnham

Your Committee at work, Tuesday 2 June

Many other tasks beyond the job descriptions are also
picked up by this cohesive and dedicated committee.
Without this input the club simply cannot run.
To those who wait in the wings FOR THINGS TO BE DONE
FOR THEM, may I give you a quote from the newly
inducted AFL hall of fame legend, the one and only
Hawthorn great John Kennedy Snr; “Don’t think, DO”!

Can I be any more plain than this?
In substance the meeting went as follows:
Ron introduced our new committee member Merilyn and
gave her a warm welcome. He continued on and
informed us that the Bendigo Bank grant to the club has
now been approved. The manager will be addressing us
when next we meet as a group (most likely in August).
The writer wishes to pause here to include an email
received from our new committee member Merilyn
which arrived at this very point as I was typing up this
report. It is pertinent to my comments above and needs
no embellishment. I present it to you verbatim.
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A quick word to say how welcome I was made feel at
the Zoom committee meeting yesterday. It was
excellent to meet you all and begin to get a more indepth perspective of the great work you all do in
supporting the Greythorn Probus members.
I am very much looking forward to getting into the
swing of life on the committee and will be willing to
help out in whatever capacity is required. Please feel
free to be in touch if anyone is a bit stretched and I
may be able to offer a pair of hands, or ideas.
Warm regards
Merilyn Newnham

WOW

I will now continue with this report.
Phil delivered his Treasurer’s report and outlined our
current healthy financial position.
Peter Harman spoke to his already circulated
Membership Report and reported that our financial
membership as at 31 May stood at 87 leaving 30 as
yet unpaid. Fees were due and payable by 30 April.
Payment is very important now in order for us to
comply with governing rules of Probus South Pacific.
Peter reported that we now have two new members
on board.
Welcome to Angie and Martin Randall.
Veronica delivered her welfare report and details of
this can be found in this newsletter.
Chresley spoke on potential “Social Distancing”
problems should we be able to meet once more as a
group (hopefully in August).
Evergreen Judy brought us all up to date on viability
of planned activities and guest speakers. Many
plans/events are in a “wait and see” mode at
present. Like Brave Heart, she is “holding the line”
for the moment.
The meeting then went on to Other Business which
occupied considerable time. Discussion revolved
around the Celebratory Lunch re scheduling, the
Boroondara Grant and the effect of the COVID-19.
The “Smarty Grants” submission of $2,900 to be
used towards future Walking/Gardening and Theatre
Group activities within the time frame of the grant.
Ron attended a Senior Citizens Zoom meeting with
the Council and he reported on this. Discussion then
moved to the effectiveness of the telephone Tree.
All agreed this was working well. Next came
discussion of what is termed “Australia Post Grants”.
This will be discussed further at the next Committee
Meeting in early July.
Marty
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Welfare Report
Denise Boschetti has started her treatment for lung
cancer and our thoughts are with her as she starts
this difficult journey
Ted Angleton is in hospital in Frankston and still
needing care
Shirley Bushnie is home back with her
granddaughter but finding it hard after 6 months in
hospital.
Rosemary McMeekin is continuing her recovery
after a setback last week
Pat Pascoe is pleased to have finished her
radiotherapy which she has tolerated well.
I hope everyone else is well and starting to feel
more hopeful about returning to what will be a new
normality.
The club wishes everybody who celebrates their
birthday in June a happy day and a good year ahead
and a special congratulations to anyone celebrating
a significant birthday this month.

Congratulations
80th Birthday Wishes
Special Birthday
greetings to Jenny
Currien who
celebrates her 80th
birthday this week.
Sorry Jenny, but the
best we can do at the
moment due to the
restrictions is a
“virtual” birthday
cake.

Veronica

A letter to members from our Treasurer
"Hello all,
Hope you are all well, happy and looking forward
to our next get together.
Just a reminder that our Membership
Subscriptions of $50 were due on 1 April 2020. A
few of our members are yet to pay their
subscriptions, possibly thinking that as there are
no current functions and events, they will wait
until we all get together again before paying.
Unfortunately for our club to operate we need to
pay for several administrative costs, as well as
subsidise functions and events. Already we have
had to pay for our post office box rental, the hire
of St Aidans venue in advance for our meetings,
the hire of a Camberwell Library Room in
advance for Committee meetings, ongoing
website updates, postage of the Grey Matter
newsletter to members without computers,
annual registration fees for our club with
Corporate Affairs Victoria, new member badges,
special 80th and 90th birthday wine & flowers
and stationery.

We also need to pay Probus South Pacific Limited
our Capitation Fees ($16 per member) very
shortly. This payment includes our insurance
premiums, due by 30 June 2020 just in case
anyone is injured during a club trip or event.
By now you are probably thinking that this is a
plea from the club's Treasurer for all members to
pay their subscriptions as soon as possible. Well
done - you are correct. Please be assured that all
members will continue to get great value for their
subscriptions, despite the COVID-19 virus
restrictions on club activities to date.
There are several methods to pay Membership
Subscriptions, being:
- Electronically by computer. Our BSB is
633000 and Account Number is 168764322.
- Bendigo Bank deposit and
- Mail. My address is 1004/279 Wellington
Parade South, East Melbourne, VIC, 3002.
Good luck always.
Cheers,
Phil Pitsikas".
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Coming up

Computer knowledge & skills

Canasta Group — 2nd Wednesday

Wednesday 10 June—11:00am
by Zoom

Wednesday 10 June1:30pm
In the absence of play, the group will again meet via
Zoom.
Convenor: Ann Price

“An Excel Spreadsheet Refresher”

Most of us have used Spreadsheets on occasions.
Here is an opportunity to review a recent simple
spreadsheet and from this review useful function
options and layouts. Best to be viewed on a full size
3rd Monday
monitor rather than ipad.
15 June, 10:00am
At last the social isolation
An opportunity for all our members to extend their
restrictions have been sufficiently
knowledge of some useful computer “apps”. For
lifted for us to gather outdoors for a more detail
great walk from Studley Park
contact:
Boathouse to Dights Falls.
Convenor:
Post walk coffee at Studley Park
Roy Price
Boathouse.

Walking Group —

Meet in the car park off Boathouse Road, Melway 2D F8
Leader: John Astle

Discussion Group—
3rd Tuesday

Tuesday 16 June—10:00am
Details to be advised

Garden Group

Book groups—4th Thursday

3rd Thursday

Thursday 25 June

Thursday 18 June
Details to be advised

Book Group 1

Creative Pursuits—4th Monday
Monday 22 June, 1:30pm
Host: Elaine Provan
After the restrictions to meeting and the consequent
Zoom gatherings - all being well, the group will gather at
the home of Elaine Provan to plan the next outings, —
depending, of course, on what is being offered in the
public domain in the next few months.
Suggestions for on-line viewing - virtual tour of RASV site,
Flinders Lane Gallery, and the Immigration Museum
(Collecting the Curve).
Tentative arrangement to visit The Johnston Collection
(Diamonds and Pearls) on 19 October and the Christmas
break-up to be on November 16.
Please contact Elaine if you anticipate attending —-social
distancing restrictions will be observed.
Convenor: Elaine Provan 0439 094 154

Investors Group—4th Tuesday
23 June—Details to be advised
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”hopefully” at the Kew Library
The Electric Hotel by Dominic Smith.
This tale winds through the nascent days of cinema in
Paris and Fort Lee, New Jersey--America's first movie town
--and on the battlefields of
Belgium during World War I.
A sweeping work of historical
fiction, it shimmers between
past and present as it tells the
story of the rise and fall of a
prodigious film studio and one
man's doomed obsession with
all that passes in front of the
viewfinder.
Convenor: Patricia Noseda

Book Group 2
25 June, 2:00pm by Zoom
The Wife and the Widow by Christian White
A mystery/thriller told from two perspectives: Kate, a
widow whose grief is compounded by what she learns
about her dead husband’s secret life;
and Abby, an island local whose world
is turned upside down when she’s
forced to confront the evidence that
her husband is a murderer. But nothing
on this island is quite as it seems, and
only when these women come together
can they discover the whole story
about the men in their lives.
Convenor: Joan Teele
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Poetry Corner

Music
We might not be able to join in choral singing or go out to
orchestral or choir presentations at the moment—but have you
heard of the Self Isolation Choir.
It’s a choir what anyone can join—and sing with from home. The
individual contributions are then combined for the full choral
experience.
The choir sang The Messiah on Sunday 31 May. This has been
recorded from people’s individual homes from all over the world.
The choir has its own Baroque Orchestra, voices from 3,600
choral members and 4 soloists, all of whom have recorded from
self-isolation and none of whom have met during this process.
The choir will now move into its “summer” program—based in
the UK it’s their summer our winter— which they describe as
their “Summer School”.
Each week has a special focus with the complete collection
greatly enhancing your love of singing. With such a rich and
varied repertoire, there is guaranteed to be plenty for every
singer to enjoy, no matter your singing experience or ability.
Week 1 (22—26 June) is a John Rutter Celebration—learning
seven of John’s sublime pieces before performing them on the
final session. Music to include For The Beauty of the Earth, A
Gaelic Blessing, The Lord Bless You And Keep You and A Clare
Benediction.
Week 2 (20—24 July) “The Splendour of Church Anthems &
Quanta Qualia” - a programme of some of the best-loved and
most requested pieces in the canon, including Handel’s Zadok
the Priest, Parry’s incredible I Was Glad, Stanford’s The Bluebird
and special guest presenter, composer Patrick Hawes teaching us
his stunning piece Quanta Qualia.
Week 3 (17—21 August) is Vivaldi’s Gloria in D Major and is the
conclusion of the “summer of music”.
In September the choir will tackle Mendelssohn’s Elijah.
If you enjoy choir singing but have found the isolation
requirements of the COVID crisis have limited your capacity to
participate this might be for you.
Details are available at https://www.theselfisolationchoir.com

I'm normally a social girl
I love to meet my mates
But lately with the virus here
We can't go out the gates.
You see, we are the 'oldies' now
We need to stay inside
If they haven't seen us for a while
They'll think we've upped and died.
They'll never know the things we did
Before we got this old
There wasn't any Facebook
So not everything was told.
We may seem sweet old ladies
Who would never be uncouth
But we grew up in the 60s If you only knew the truth!
There was sex and drugs and rock 'n roll
The pill and miniskirts
We smoked, we drank, we partied
And were quite outrageous flirts.
Then we settled down, got married
And turned into someone's mum,
Somebody's wife, then nana,
Who on earth did we become?
We didn't mind the change of pace
Because our lives were full
But to bury us before we're dead
Is like a red rag to a bull!
So here you find me stuck inside
For four weeks, maybe more
I finally found myself again
Then I had to close the door!
It didn’t really bother me
I'd while away the hour
I'd bake for all the family
But I've got no flaming flour!
Now Netflix is just wonderful
I like a gutsy thriller
I'm swooning over Idris
Or some random sexy killer.
At least I've got a stash of booze
For when I'm being idle
There's wine and whiskey, even gin
If I'm feeling suicidal!
So let's all drink to lockdown
To recovery and health
And hope this awful virus
Doesn't decimate our wealth.
We'll all get through the crisis
And be back to join our mates
Just hoping I'm not far too wide
To fit through the flaming gates!
Pam Ayres
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No one believes
seniors
. . . everyone thinks
they are senile.
An elderly couple was celebrating their sixtieth
anniversary. The couple had married as childhood
sweethearts and had moved back to their old
neighbourhood after they retired. Holding hands,
they walked back to their old school. It was not
locked, so they entered, and found the old desk
they'd shared, where Jerry had carved I love you,
Sally.
On their way back home, a bag of money fell out of
an armoured car, practically landing at their feet.
Sally quickly picked it up and, not sure what to do
with it, they took it home. There, she counted the
money - fifty thousand dollars!
Jerry said, “We've got to give it back.”
Sally said, “Finders keepers.” She put the money
back in the bag and hid it in their attic.
The next day, two police officers were canvassing the
neighbourhood looking for the money, and knocked
on their door. “Pardon me, did either of you find a
bag that fell out of an armoured car yesterday?”
Sally said, “No.”
Jerry said, “She’s lying. She hid it up in the attic.”
Sally said, “Don't believe him, he’s getting senile.”
The agents turned to Jerry and began to question
him.
One said: “Tell us the story from the beginning.”
Jerry said, “Well, when Sally and I were walking
home from school yesterday ..”
The first police officer turned to his partner and
said, “We’re outta here!”

And Then:
Earl and Bubba are quietly sitting in a boat
fishing, chewing tobacco and drinking beer when
suddenly Bubba says, "Think I'm gonna divorce
the wife - she ain't spoke to me in over 2
months."
Earl spits overboard, takes a long, slow sip of
beer and says,
"Better think it over...women like that are hard to
find."
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Smile
Smiling is infectious
You catch it like the flu
When someone smiled at me
today
I started smiling too
I walked around the corner
And someone saw me grin
When he smiled I realised
I had passed it onto him
I thought about the smile
And then realised it’s worth
A single smile like mine
Could travel round the earth
So if you feel a smile begin
Don’t leave it undetected
Start an epidemic
And get the world infected
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Trump That !

Marty’s Playground
Schoolchildren Howlers
One of the causes of the Revolutionary War was the
English put tacks in their tea. Also, the colonists would
send their parcels through the post without stamps.
Finally, the colonists won the War and no longer had to
pay for taxis. Delegates from the original 13 states
formed the Contented Congress. Thomas Jefferson, a
Virgin, and Benjamin Franklin were two singers of the
Declaration of Independence. Franklin discovered
electricity by rubbing two cats backwards and declared
“A horse divided against itself cannot stand.”.
Franklin died in 1790 and is still dead.

Donald took a quick trip to Rome to show his concern for
the Pope:
"I met with Pope Francis today. He's a really great pope; a
great, great pope. You know he's the leader of the Catholic
Church; big church.
I couldn't believe it when he told me how many Catholics
there are. Way more than I thought. They have churches all
over the world; some are very, very close (so close) to my
hotels and golf courses.
"He took me into the Sistine Chapel. Beautiful ceiling. I don't
think too many people even know about this place. The
paintings are great, I'm telling you.
The Pope (great guy, by the way, knows more about the
Bible than almost anybody, we got along great, I think he
really likes me) told me the whole thing was painted by this
young Italian; I think his name is Michael Angelo.
At least that's what Francis (we're great friends) called him, I
think. Trust me, we're going to hear more about him. He's
really artistic, and everybody tells me I have the greatest eye
for the best art.
I told Frank I'd like to buy some of Mike's art. I asked him if
Mike's done anything on velvet.
He'll check (great guy). I'll hang his stuff at Mar-a-Lago or
Trump Tower. He needs more exposure. He's too much with
the churches.
He could paint my presidential portrait on the Capitol Dome.
Or maybe a mural on my big, beautiful border wall; but just
on our side.
"Unbelievable. The fake media is at it again. I just saw
something on TV that Michael died 450 years ago.
Sad. I've already got some people looking into this and you
won't believe what they're finding."

Soon the Constitution of the United States was adopted
to secure domestic hostility. Under the constitution the
people enjoyed the right to keep bare arms.

Ten Collective Nouns
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 11.
(1) ostentation (2) colony (3) bouqet (4) flock (5) drove
(6) farrow (7) shoal (8) impossibility (9) wing (10) chine

Now try the next 10
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

An ................ of Puffins
A .................. of Puma
A .................. of Puppies
A ................... of Quail
A .................. of Rabbits
A ................... of Raccoons
A .................. of Ravens
An ................ of Rhinoceroses
A ................... of Salmon
A ................... of Seagulls
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Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

