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22 June—Creative Pursuits
Zoom meeting
23 June—Investors Group
Zoom meeting
25 June—Book Group 1
Zoom—The Electric Hotel,
Dominic Smith
—Book Group 2
Zoom—The Wife and the
Widow, Christian White
30 June—Online Learning
Zoom
2 July—Solo
To be advised
6 July—Scrabble
To be advised
7 July—Committee meeting
Zoom meeting
8 July—Canasta
Zoom session
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NOTE COVID
RULE
CHANGES

Under normal circumstances, Peggy and I would be returning this week from our overseas holiday to Portugal, Spain
and France.
We had booked to travel from Porto riding on a rabelo
boat under its famous bridges and sample some port, then
down to Lisbon before heading off to Seville and Gibraltar,
then to Marbella on the Costa Del Sol. On to Granada to enjoy
dining at tapas bars and flamenco dancing before spending
time in Madrid.
After Madrid we planned to fly to Paris and join a Scenic
river cruise up the Seine, visiting Monet’s gardens, Rouen and
the Normandy beaches, before heading to the beautiful seaside town of Honfleur. Peggy has had a lifelong ambition to
see Honfleur and has been sabotaged again this time by the
virus. The cruise then returns to Paris stopping for a visit to
Versailles on the way.
No doubt many of you have similar stories to tell and I
am sure Russ would be pleased to hear your tales of the trips
that you have had to cancel, for inclusion in the Grey Matter.

Probus General
Meeting
No General Meeting in July
We are not yet able to join
together for our Monthly
General Meeting due to the
allowed gathering numbers and
separation
distances
still
required. At this stage it is
hoped that we may be able to
resume in August—but it’s far
from certain. Watch this space!

Stay well stay safe
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X

Ron Johnson,
President
The Probus Club of Greythorn
is supported by the
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Have you had your COVID
Test?

Welfare Report
Denise Boschetti: Denise is continuing with her
tablet treatment of her cancer and unfortunately
experiencing some side effects which she knew she
might. She is very happy with her care at Peter Mac
but will not have any definite news of progress for 3
months.
Ted Angleton: Has now entered aged care in Rye. He
needs a lot of help still. It is of course a situation he
and Ivy hoped would never happen. Ivy will remain
in Sorrento.
Joan Richardson: I have just learned that Joan had
an extended stay in hospital following a fall and
nasty cuts to her leg. She is home now and making a
good recovery.
Shirley Bushnie: Is being looked after by her
granddaughter at home and slowly feeling better.
Rosemary McMeekin: Is continuing her recovery
and feeling better and able to do more.
On behalf of the club our best wishes to everyone
who is unwell and we hope that they will soon feel
better.
Please remember to let me know of anyone who is
unwell. Hopefully as we meet more communications
will be easier.
Veronica

Activities
Creative Pursuits—4th Monday
Monday 22 June, 1:30pm by Zoom
Well—we thought we were going to be able to meet in
person but the restrictions on group sizes in the home
have been reintroduced so we are back to ‘virtual’
meetings. We will, therefore, again meet over Zoom to
chat and continue our planning things we can do as a
group… (numbers for libraries, museums etc. remain at
20 until 12 July but it’s back to 5 visitors in the home).
Suggestions for on-line viewing - virtual tour of RASV site,
Flinders Lane Gallery, and the Immigration Museum
(Collecting the Curve).
Tentative arrangement to visit The Johnston Collection
(Diamonds and Pearls) on 26 October and the Christmas
break-up to be on November 23.
Convenor: Elaine Provan
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A suspected Covid-19
male patient is lying in
bed in the hospital,
wearing an oxygen mask
over his mouth and nose.
A young student female
nurse appears and gives
him a partial sponge
bath.
"Nurse,"' he mumbles from behind the mask, "are
my testicles black?"
Embarrassed, the young nurse replies, "I don't know,
Sir. I'm only here to wash your upper body and feet."
He struggles to ask again, "Nurse, please check for
me. Are my testicles black?"
Concerned that he might elevate his blood pressure
and heart rate from worrying about his testicles, she
overcomes her embarrassment and
pulls back the covers.
She raises his gown, holds his manhood in one hand
and his testicles gently in the other.
She looks very closely and says, "There's nothing
wrong with them, Sir. They look fine."
The man slowly pulls off his oxygen mask, smiles at
her, and says very slowly,
"Thank you very much. That was wonderful. Now
listen very, very, closely:
"Are - my - test - results - back?"

Investors Group—4th Tuesday
Tuesday 23 June— 7:30pm by Zoom

Something new ! - a virtual EOFY
While this group normally meets in the Greythorn
Centre, Centre Way, Greythorn, safety and social
distancing mean this group will, for the time being,
continue to meet by Zoom. With the financial year
about to come to an ‘interesting’ end, our investors
have to polish up the crystal ball to work out the way
the balance of 2020 will pan out.
Convenors: Charlie Boschetti & Wal Hamilton

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Online learning
By Zoom—30 June, 11:00am
Concentrating on computer tools of general use.
The next session will move us from the spreadsheet to its
even more able and slightly bigger brother—the ACCESS
database.

(Online learning cont.)
Zoom meeting Tuesday 30th June 11.00am.
Please let Roy know of your interest so the detail for
access to the Zoom meeting can be emailed to you.
Convenor Roy Price
* ‘MS’ - Microsoft

MS* Access is defined as a database computer

Solo—1st Thursday

program used to organize and use information for home
or business.
Access databases are popular because a user can create a
wide range of applications in a short timeframe. Even a
newbie can create simple databases quickly-so says MS.
We can consider the role of the database and explore a
simple database.
All members are invited to join these sessions—and to let
us know of ‘apps’ they’d like to become more familiar
with.
Some that may be considered are:
•
MS Word basics
•
Linking Word and Excel for documents with
variable inserts and mailings
•
Creating a Powerpoint presentation
and others according to members interests.

Thursday July 2nd, 2:00pm
The number of visitors in the home has been reduced to
5 again, so it’s watch this space to see what the Solo
group will be doing.
Convenor: Denise Powell

Scrabble—1st Monday
Monday 6 July at 1:30pm
The number of visitors in the home has been reduced to
5 again, so it’s watch this space to see what the
Scrabble group will be doing.
Convenor: Glenys Chalk

Canasta—2nd Wednesday
Wednesday 8 July
The Canasta group will meet via Zoom in July
Convenor: Ann Price

Book groups—4th Thursday
Book Group 2

Book Group 1
Thursday 25 June, 2:00pm by Zoom
The Electric Hotel by Dominic Smith.
This tale winds through the nascent days of cinema in
Paris and Fort Lee, New Jersey--America's first movie
town--and on the
battlefields of Belgium
during World War I.
A sweeping work of
historical fiction, it
shimmers between past
and present as it tells the
story of the rise and fall of
a prodigious film studio
and one man's doomed
obsession with all that
passes in front of the
viewfinder.
Convenor: Patricia Noseda
Dominic Smith

Thursday 25 June, 2:00pm by Zoom
The Wife and the Widow by Christian White
A mystery/thriller told from two perspectives: Kate, a
widow whose grief is compounded by what she learns
about her dead husband’s
secret life; and Abby, an island
local whose world is turned
upside down when she’s
forced to confront the
evidence that her husband is a
murderer. But nothing on this
island is quite as it seems, and
only when these women come
together can they discover the
whole story about the men in
their lives.
Convenor: Joan Teele
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The example Roy showed us set out to separate the
costs of internet access in these days of higher than
normal use.
Excel is a Microsoft product and has become the
world standard—leading other organisations to
produce their own equivalents—many of which are
free to any user.
Future sessions will explore other common apps
including the application of the database providing
many more tools and ways to effectively utilise the
information one stores.
Perhaps the most commonly used computer
function is producing documents—the international
standard these days is Microsoft Word. It handles
simple documents and has a wonderful range of
functions for the more extensive document such as
a report or submission.
There are many many things your computer can
assist you with—if we know what you’d like to learn
or extend your knowledge of, please let Roy know so
we can look to sessions directed to YOUR interests.

And recently…..
Online learning
The beginning of a new activity for our members.
Several of our members Zoomed last Wednesday to
enhance our knowledge of the very useful
“spreadsheet” app—Microsoft’s Excel.
Excel assists users to order information and easily
undertake a wide (extremely wide for experienced
users) range of mathematical functions. It also has a
great range of ‘text’ functions—such as sorting a list.
Excel can be very useful for many household
activities such as sorting out household bills over a
period, keeping information in proper date order (it
numbers the days from 1 Jan 1900 to whenever and
‘knows’ what day of the week each is, so dates can
be sorted or the interval between dates is extremely
easily calculated) or managing an email list.
It’s internal features make information entry easy.
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Off and Running!
Well, not quite—but we’re certainly up and
walking!
It was great to meet up again for what might be
described as the beginning of the end of isolation.
Twenty of our members gathered at the Studley Park
Boathouse for a very enjoyable walk around the river
to Dights Falls and return for a chat and to enjoy the
sunshine at the Boathouse café.

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.

Social distancing
was, of course,
observed both
during the walk
and over coffee—
something far
easier outdoors
than it is inside
where we have
the double control
of 4m2 per person
and 1.5m
separation.
We look forward
to being able to
continue to enjoy
the wonderful
parks and paths around our great city.
All members of our club are both invited—and
encouraged—to join in this very pleasant activity.

Discussion Group Cont.
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Much of the impetus for the development has been
various poliomyelitis epidemics over the last almost
200 years. Technological developments have led to
changes from ‘negative’ pressure and the iron lung
to today’s ‘positive’ pressure systems.
Roy spoke enthusiastically on the recent rapid
development of new ventilator technologies and
machines by Australian organisations.
Peter Phelan, a retired
paediatric chest
physician, was directly
involved with the use of
the machines from the
1960s until the late
1990s.
He commented on the
length of time some old polio patients, survivors
from the 1956 epidemic, had spent in the old ‘iron
lung’ type of machines at the Fairfield Hospital—up
to 40 years. He noted that, by the late 1960s, most
major hospitals in Australia had excellent Intensive
Care Units using the latest techniques.
Australia made substantial contributions to
developments, probably the most important being
the demonstration that a tube made from nonirritating artificial material passed through the nose
into the trachea (main airway) could be used for
prolonged periods to attach patients to respirators.
These had many advantages over attaching a patient
via a tracheostomy tube – a tube inserted through a
cut in the neck directly into the trachea.
Roy & Peter

Garden Appreciation
Discussion Group

On Thursday 18 June the Gardeners amongst us
gathered in the bright sunshine for a visit to the
lesser know Alexandra Gardens in Kew.

The discussion
group Zoomed
on Tuesday
morning when
Roy outlined
the history of
the
development
of the ventilators, and in part, the consequential
development of Intensive Care in hospitals.
A ‘Both’ (brothers from
Adelaide) cabinet respirator
being used to treat a patient
at the 110th Australian
Military Hospital

The gardens have an interesting display of sculpture
arranged throughout the garden.

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Named after Queen Alexandra, these Edwardian
Gardens were established in 1908. They are an
example of a 'Gardenesque' aesthetic, with expanses

Stir Crazy Once More
Don’t let the virus get you down
Don’t let your face just wear a frown
There is an answer I know true
And I can tell it now to you
It’s choc chip bickies and chocolate blocks
Not just a little but lots and lots
Your brain says “wow, I like this stuff,”
It makes one feel that life’s not tough
It’s just the thing to keep you sane
You’ll end up dancing in the rain.
Deirdre

‘The light at the end of the
tunnel’
of lawn, specimen tree
plantings, massed herbaceous
garden beds and a picturesque
arrangement of serpentine
paths bordered by trees. The
inclusion of the ‘contemplative
pond’ also emphasises the
original garden intent of
providing an oasis of calm near busy Kew Junction.
The gardens are actually below the level of Cotham
Road and, with the density of planting, maintain a
sense of enclosure and 'separateness'.
After a pleasant stroll around the gardens and look
at several of the sculptures the group headed for the
Rotunda to enjoy their cuppa. Unfortunately the
Kew gardeners had reserved the facility for

Covid has meant that we haven’t been able
to undertake coach based trips this year due
to personal separation requirements.
However—there now appears to be some
light at the end of the tunnel. Our Ultimate
Indulgence Day Trip—including a visit to the
Melton Country Club for morning tea and
then on to Gisborne South and the Gisborne
Peak Winery for a tasting of their great
products and a delightful lunch of Tasters
Platters—has moved a little, and we hope if
you're not already on the bus you'll think
about joining us to celebrate our release
from isolation.
Wednesday 23rd September is the new date
to put in your diary.
Contact Judy Brophy for details.

themselves for a meeting.
Probably worked out for the best as we enjoyed our
cups of tea or coffee, along with some home made
biscuits, in the sun.
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I know that those of us who have Facebook accounts
receive a range of “posts” from our contacts from
time to time.
This one appeared on my screen the other day—an
interesting commentary that appeared in my
“Facebook” mail box. While I’m sure we all deplore
the treatment of our ‘indigenous’ citizens that we’ve
seen on TV it clearly represents a matter of concern
to many.

Some local councils are very health conscious—
this one from Bristol (UK)

*

*

Here’s one specially for the scrabblers
amongst us:
Some interesting annagrams
* sic

Those with Facebook services clearly receive a wide
range of “posts”

PRESBYTERIAN ...................................... BEST IN PRAYER
ASTRONOMER.......................................... MOON STARER
DESPERATION .........................................A ROPE ENDS IT
THE EYES.............................................................THEY SEE
THE MORSE CODE ............................... HERE COME DOTS
DORMITORY ................................................. DIRTY ROOM
SLOT MACHINES:.................................. CASH LOST IN ME
ANIMOSITY: ................................................. IS NO AMITY
ELECTION RESULTS:........................ LIES - LET'S RECOUNT
SNOOZE ALARMS ............................ ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S
A DECIMAL POINT ............................ I'M A DOT IN PLACE
THE EARTHQUAKES.......................... THAT QUEER SHAKE
ELEVEN PLUS TWO ............................. TWELVE PLUS ONE
MOTHER-IN-LAW: .................................. WOMAN HITLER
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Lights, Camera, Action
2020 - 2021 National Australian
Probus Photographic
Competition

Terms and Conditions
1. Each entrant must be a financial Probus Club
member in Australia or New Zealand and a
member of an accredited Probus Club in
Australia or New Zealand.

Whilst we cannot travel right now, it is expected
spring may bring many opportunities for our
members to travel and the only thing better
than travelling is when you win a holiday
through our national sponsor Trade Travel.

2. Each entry submitted must demonstrate a
strong connection with the theme – “Creative
Probians"

Over the last few years the Photographic
Competition is by far the most popular
competition with thousands of members
participating each year. With all this free time at
the moment, now is the chance for you to get
those creative juices flowing, this is why our
new Photographic Competition theme is
"Creative Probians".

4. An entrant may submit any number of single
photographs. Multiple photographs submitted
in the form of a collage are not acceptable.

We would love to see photos of you doing
something creative with a DIY project, a meal
your cooking, being artistic, you participating in
the #ProbusMayChallenge or maybe a hobby
you have been enjoying. So get your camera out
and take a shot at being in the running to win!
Submissions close 10th July 2020.
The prize is valued at $1200; A NSW coastal
escape for two at Angourie Resort, Yamba. This
prize includes five nights accommodation at
Angourie Resort, Yamba in a one-bedroom spa
apartment. There is also complimentary
continental breakfast daily.
The Photographic Competition previously
launched in the April/ May issue of the
Australian Active Retirees magazine has been
reviewed with a focus on local travel with
regular prizes to be won over the next 12
months.
HOW TO ENTER
Get snapping and email your photographs along
with a caption, your name, address, telephone
number, email address, Probus Club name and
Probus Membership Number to Probus South
Pacific Limited.
EMAIL: monikap@probussouthpacific.org with
'Photographic Competition 2020-2021' in the
subject line. You can also post your entry to
Probus South Pacific Limited, PO BOX 1294
Parramatta NSW 2124 Australia.
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3. Entrants must take each photograph
submitted by them.

5. Editing of photographs must be kept to a
minimum. If editing is required, it should be
restricted to cropping and slight colour
correction.

6. Entries submitted by email must be on a file
as large as possible and at least one megabyte
(MB) in size in order to print clearly.
7. Each photograph must be captioned in
accordance to the photo and theme.
8. Each photograph becomes the property of
PSPL and the photograph may be used in
promotional material for the Probus
organisation.
9. Each entrant warrants that their photograph
(or photographs) does not infringe the
intellectual property or moral rights of any third
party and that you hold all permits and licences
required (if any).
10. Photographs produced from action or video
cameras such as GoPro cameras are acceptable.
11. Each submitted photograph must be taken
between the period 18th May 2020 and 10th
July 2020.
12. The prize must be redeemed by July 2021.
Flights are not included with this prize. The
prize is non transferable and cannot be
redeemed for cash, or used in conjunction with
any other offer.
13. Entries must be received by email or at the
PSPL office by 5pm on Friday 10th July 2020.
PSPL cannot take any responsibility for
submissions not received within this timeframe.

Sponsored by Trade Travel—a national sponsor
of Probus South Pacific

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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Marty’s Playground
Schoolchildren Howlers
Gravity was invented by Issac Walton. It is chiefly
noticeable in Autumn when the apples are falling off
trees.
Joann Bach wrote a great many musical
compositions and had a large number of children. In
between, he practiced on an old spinster which he
kept up in his attic. Bach died from 1750 to the
present. Bach was the most famous composer in
the world and so was Handel. Handel was half
German half Italian and half English. He was very
large.

Ten Collective Nouns
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 13.

(1) herd (2) spring (3) school (4) fold (5) walk (6) pit
(7) host (8) murmuration (9) drift (10) flock

Now try the next 10
1. An ................. of Terns
2. A ................... of Thrushes
3. A ................... of Tigers
4. A .................... of Toads
5. A ................... of Turkeys
6. A .................... of Turtles
7. A .................... of Vipers
8. A .................... of Wallabies
9. A .................... of Walruses
10. A .................... of Warthogs

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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