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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
30 June—Online learning
Zoom—’Using a database’
2 July—Solo group
Zoom gathering
6 July—Scrabble group
Host: Glenys Chalk
7 July—Committee meeting
Zoom meeting

8 July—Canasta group
Zoom gathering
16 July—Garden Appreciation
to be advised
20 July—Walking for enjoyment
to be advised
21 July—Discussion group
Zoom meeting
23 July—Book groups
to be advised
27 July—Creative Pursuits
to be advised
28 July—Investors Group
Zoom

Ron’s Rambles
It’s one step forward, two steps back!
So, its back on the walking trail again. Last week
Peggy and I took off along part of an old railway trail which
was developed in the late 1800’s. No doubt many of you
have walked it as well. Apart from almost losing your
President after a near miss from a speeding cyclist, it was
an enjoyable walk.
We started the trail from near Canterbury Gardens
and over two days walked up to the Harp Hotel. There
were several signs along the way displaying historical
photographs and details of the history of the rail line
running from Riversdale to Fairfield Park.
You would all be familiar with the woodyard over the
road from the Harp. We were interested to see that
firewood and coal was delivered to the woodyard by rail
from what was known as the East Kew goods siding. A little
steam train known as the Deepdene Dasher ran along the
line until 1926.
Let’s hope that the Government can rein in the
double digit coronavirus numbers over the next week or
two.

Ron Johnson,
President

BIRTHDAYS JULY
Ted Angleton
Jean Bell
Erin Courtney
Liz Dawe
Lorna Johnson
Betty Maughan
Ron Roy
Heather Trumble
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Coming up

Tis' a Bit of Gaelic Truth That I Be Likin' to
Share with Ye.

Online learning
Zoom—30 June 11:00am
This week, as previously advised, the topic will assist
us to step up from the data storage and
manipulation capacities of Excel to the wonderful
world of database—focussing on the Microsoft small
database Access.
Access allows users to both manipulate their data
easily and to produce effective reports. Multiple
datasets (such as Excel files) can be linked and used
for analysis and reports.

If you’re interested in learning a bit more about
Access please let Roy Price know AS SOON AS
POSSIBLE so details of joining the zoom group can be
sent to you.
Convenor: Roy Price

Solo Group—1st Thursday
Thursday 2 July at 7:30pm
In view of the latest developments the Solo Cards &
Cuppa is cancelled. We will therefore catch up using Zoom on Thursday evening at 7:30pm
Convenor: Denise Powell

Scrabble Group—1st Monday
Monday 6 July at 1:30am
Host: Glenys Chalk.
As the scrabble group is quite small it’s been found
possible to meet, on this occasion, within the new
restrictions
Players please contact Glenys by Saturday 4th July.
Convenor: Glenys Chalk
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School holidays
are with us
well, for a couple of weeks
here

Congratulations
Ron Roy

90
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to build a school. He was on the Koonung High School
Council where Liz went to High School 78-84, including
a term as President. Even after Liz left High School he
was always there at school working bees and was forever fixing things/doing ‘jobs’ for people who needed
things

Tigers supporter and Triumph enthusiast our colleague
Ron Roy reaches the “magic” 90 this week.
Ron was born and grew up in Healesville, but had to
travel to Box Hill for his secondary education – with the
early days of travel being by steam train.
Ron began his engineering career as a fitter and turner
before moving into the sales and management sides of
the business. He was involved with a number of well
known firms including SKE Services, McKinnon Nicholls,
Peacock and Smith, Wampfler and Wormald before
purchasing, with a colleague, his own company – Terry
Fluid Control based in Blackburn. The firm was involved with pneumatic and hydraulic solutions for a
range of industries, particularly smelters and car manufacturers. His business took him all around Australia,
to the Middle East and New Zealand. He sold the business in 2005.
Ron bought his first – and essentially last – property in
Box Hill North in 1951 when he purchased land in Morley Crescent, building his home there in 1952. He met
his future wife, Betty McKinnon in 1953, marrying her
in 1954 in Daylesford where they met.
One of his great passions was making things in his garage and fixing things around the house and for other
people – his daughter Liz regularly invited people over
to ask her dad to fix things and he always helped out.
Until the last few years, when his sight deteriorated a
bit, he was still helping friends and family. It became a
family joke that the family’s assets were pretty much in
the garage – two lathes, a plethora of drills, saws, jigs
etc.
Ron built the kitchen at 6 Morley Crescent in a renovation in 1969 and a fabulous spiral staircase to the basement billiard room in the 70s. He also completely refurbished two beautiful Triumph cars for Liz in her late
teens and 20s – the first one was a Triumph TC (bright
yellow) and the second was an amazing Triumph S (a
lovely ocean blue colour).
Ron was a strong contributor to the community – in
addition to the charity activity in the Masons, he was a
Rotary member (North Balwyn) in the 80s and 90s –
participating in many things including a trip to Samoa

Holidays were mainly at Sorrento. The family had a
caravan at Midway Caravan Park in Sorrento from 1969
through to 1981 when they bought a block of land in
Sorrento and built a lovely holiday home. They had 35
or so wonderful years down there – terrific times with
friends, family and pets until it was sold in 2017. In the
later years Ron and Betty spent loads of time down
there just pottering about (of course, it had a garage
too, with a fine supply of tools).
Unfortunately Betty died in 2014.
Ron is a strong animal lover and is very proud of his
daughter Liz who is CEO of the RSPCA. There was always a family dog and a cat or two in their home—
perhaps a major influence in Liz’s career with animals.
Ron is now living in a lovely apartment at Balwyn Concierge after living at Morley Crescent for 67 years.

Happy Birthday Ron
Our thanks to Ron’s daughter Liz Walker for letting us
into the life of Ron Roy.
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Recent activities

Investors, 23 June

Creative Pursuits—4th Monday
Monday 22 June, 1:30pm
Host: Elaine Provan
Despite the planning for the group’s return to face-toface meetings THE GOAL POSTS CHANGED THE DAY
BEFORE so the Creative Pursuits group returned to
Zooming.

Book groups—4th Thursday
Thursday 25 June
Book Group 2 met by Zoom

With discussion ranging over many matters, given the
changes in Victorian COVID controls, determination of
group activities will depend on both what’s open for
groups and the willingness of our members to venture
into enclosed areas .
As has been mentioned previously, on-line activities have
to be considered—perhaps a virtual tour of RASV site,
Flinders Lane Gallery, and the Immigration Museum
(Collecting the Curve).
Tentative arrangement to visit The Johnston Collection
(Diamonds and Pearls) on 26 October and the Christmas
break-up to be on 23 November (not dates included in
previous issues of Grey Matter).
Convenor: Elaine Provan

Investors Group—4th Tuesday
23 June, 7:30pm
Yes, the investors, or about half of them gathered at their
computer screens to have a commiseration over the state
of the nation—or more specifically over the state of the
shares in the group’s “investment portfolio”. While the
value of the shares in the portfolio has improved a little,
the membership has seen a 5% rise. Merilyn Newnham
was welcomed to her first group gathering.
Is that a grin on Viv’s face—her selected investment in
the portfolio is currently showing a ‘profit’ of 62% over
the ‘purchase price’ in February.
Everyone’s heard of the kids challenges of the “Where’s
Wally” books, well we’ve the
same thing at Investors —
’Where’s Wally’? …. and in the
screenshot of the discussion
(see top next column) Richard
must have ducked out before
the shot was taken.
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Book Club 2 has just read and discussed The Wife and
The Widow by Christian White. There was unanimous
agreement that this is an excellent novel, not just
because it has a great plot and setting, but above all
because it raises many interesting issues.
The book is a mystery/thriller told from two
perspectives: one narrative follows Kate Keddie (the
widow) from Melbourne who discovers that her
husband John has been keeping some big secrets
from her. Before she can confront him, he is
murdered on Belfort Island, an imaginary island off
the Bellarine Peninsula. The other narrative follows
Abby Gilpin (the wife), a local on the island who also
realises that her husband has kept secrets from her.
The women’s lives intertwine with some surprising
twists.
The novel raises some interesting moral issues. How
much should be sacrificed to save one’s child? Is it
acceptable to lie and cover up a crime even from the
best of motives? And how well do we really know the
people we love?
The author, Christian White has written another prize
-winning novel, The Nowhere Child. He is also
involved in screen work. I
have no doubt there will be
future novels from this
talented young Australian
writer.
Our next read is American
Dirt by Jeanine Cummings
Elisabeth Neales
Convenor: Joan Teele

How’s your memory?
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In the following analysis the French Professor Bruno Dubois Director of the Institute of Memory and Alzheimer's Disease (IMMA) at La Pitié-Salpêtrière - Paris Hospitals / addresses the subject in a rather reassuring
way:
"If anyone is aware of his memory problems, he does not have Alzheimer's."
1. I forget the names of families ...
2. I do not remember where I put some things ...
It often happens in people 60 years and older that they complain that they lack memory. "The information is
always in the brain, it is the "processor" that is lacking."
This is "Anosognosia" or temporary forgetfulness.
Half of people 60 and older have some symptoms that are due to age rather than disease.
The most common cases are:
- forgetting the name of a person,
- going to a room in the house and not remembering why we were going there ...
- a blank memory for a movie title or actor, an actress,
- a waste of time searching where we left our glasses or keys …
After 60 years most people have such a difficulty, which indicates that it is not a disease but
rather a characteristic due to the passage of years ...
Many people are concerned about these oversights hence the importance of the following statement:
"Those who are conscious of being forgetful have no serious problem of memory.”
"Those who suffer from a memory illness or Alzheimer's, are not aware of what is happening."
Professor Bruno Dubois, Director of IMMA, reassures the majority of people concerned about their oversights:
"The more we complain about memory loss, the less likely we are to suffer from memory sickness.”

- Now for a little neurological test:
Only use your eyes!
1- Find the C in the table below!
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOCOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO
2- If you found the C,
Then find the 6 in the table below.
99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
69999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
99999999999999999999999999999999999999999999999
3- Now find the N in the table below.
Attention, it's a little more difficult!
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MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
MMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMMM
If you pass these three tests without problem:
- you can cancel your annual visit to the neurologist.
- your brain is in perfect shape!
- you are far from having any relationship with Alzheimer's.
So, share this with your over-60 friends!

She wanted to serve her guests mushroom-smothered
steak, but she had no mushrooms and no time to buy
them.

Her husband suggested, "Why don't you go pick some of
the mushrooms that are growing wild down by the
stream?
"No, some wild mushrooms are poisonous."
"Well, I see squirrels eating them and they're OK."
So she picked a bunch and washed, sliced and sauteed
them for her dinner. Then she went out on the back
porch and gave Spot, their dog, a double handful.
Spot ate every bite.
All morning long, she watched the dog. The wild mushrooms hadn't affected him after a few hours, so she decided to use them.
The meal was a great success.
After everyone had finished, her daughter came in and
whispered in her ear, "Mum, Spot is dead."
Trying to keep her head about her, she left the room as
quickly as possible, called the doctor and told him what
had happened.
The doctor said, "That's bad, but I think we can take care
of it. I'll call for an ambulance and I'll be there as quickly
as I can. We'll give everyone enemas and we'll pump out
their stomachs and everything will be fine. Just keep
them calm."

Page 6

Before long they started to hear the sirens as the ambulance tore down the road.
The Paramedics and the doctor had their suitcases, syringes, and a stomach pump.
One by one, they took each person
into the bathroom, gave them an
enema, and pumped out their
stomach.
Well after midnight, after the last
one was done the doctor came out
and said, "Everything will be okay
now," and with that he left.
The hosts and the guests were all weak and knackered
sitting around the living room when the daughter came in
and said to her mum..... "I can't believe that guy!"
"What guy?"
"You know, that b*#*~! who ran over Spot. He never
even slowed down”
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Marty’s Playground
Schoolchildren Howlers
Beethoven wrote music even though he was deaf.
He was so deaf he wrote loud music. He took long
walks in the forest even when everyone was calling
for him. Beethoven expired in 1827 and later died
for this.
The French Revolution was accomplished before it
happened and catapulted into Napoleon. Napoleon
wanted an heir to inherit his power, but since
Josephine was a baroness, she couldn’t have any
children.

Ten Collective Nouns
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 14.

(1) acre (2) mutation (3) ambush (4) knot (5) rafter
(6) bale (7) nest (8) mob (9) pod (10) sounder

Now Try the remaining 7……that’s all there
is, there ain’t no more.
1.

A ................. of Vultures

2.

A ................. of Weasles

3.

A ................. of Wilderbeast

4.

A .................. of Wolves

5.

A ................. of Wombats

6.

A .................. of Woodpeckers

7.

A ................. of Zebras

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
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