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CALENDAR OF
ACTIVITIES
online activities using Zoom
13 May—Canasta Group
Discussion and planning
19 May— Discussion Group
Topic to be advised
25 May—Creative Pursuits
discussion

26 May—Investors
The review continues
28 May—Speaker
“Gardens of Southern
England” 10:30am
—Book Group 1
Discussion of members
recent readings. 2:00pm
—Book Group 2
Book: ‘The French
Photographer’ by Natasha
Lester. 2:00pm. (More p4)
What other activities can
members come up with that can
be undertaken online?

BIRTHDAYS
MAY
APRILJohn
BIRTHDAYS
Astle
(second
Susantranch)
Astle
Margaret
Doherty
Glenys Chalk
Pater
Harman
Wal Hamilton
Lorraine
Mannering
Barbara
Mathews
Brian Murphy
Jennifer Parker
Chresley Robson
Robert VanWoerkom

Ron’s Rambles

I hope that all our mothers and grandmothers have been able
to communicate with their families on Mother’s Day during
this lockdown. We have many happy memories of getting
together in the past with our three sons, their wives and our
seven grandchildren. Our Mother’s Days have been spent in
Port Moresby, Brisbane and Melbourne following my working
career with Shell.
Mother’s Day was first held in Australia in 1924 following the
end of WW1. Sydney woman Janet Heyden started the
tradition after becoming concerned for the lonely, forgotten
aged mothers at the centre where she regularly visited a
friend. Also, there were so many mothers who were no longer
mothers and many wives who were widowed because of
WW1. Many women had the prospect of never being able to
be mothers or wives because a whole generation had been
wiped out in the trenches of the Western Front.
There was mood in the country for a Mother’s Day to be
celebrated on the second Sunday in May every year and it
continues to this day.
VICE PRESIDENT
We are still urgently seeking a nomination for Vice President.
You will receive the full support of what I have become to
know is a wonderful committee who go out of their way to
help each other. Please give me a call if you would like to join
us.

Ron Johnson, President

The Probus Club of Greythorn is supported by the

Stay well.
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X
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Committee Report
SUMMARY (May 2020)
This report is a monthly summary which serves to
keep all members fully informed and aware as to
what your Committee is doing on your behalf to keep
all members involved in the club.
As you are now aware, the Committee meets as
usual on the first Tuesday of each month via a ZOOM
link up which is proving to be a successful way of
conducting a meeting. We get better as we go along
and are a happy team. Much is discussed at these
meetings which take about two hours, from 10 am
till noon. The last Committee Meeting took place on
Tuesday, May 5th.
Phil Pitsikas delivered his Treasurers Report (just as
he would at a general meeting) and has outlined that
the club is in a healthy financial position with 71% of
members having paid their annual fees. Naturally he
would like this to be 100%. That’s where the
remaining 29% can become involved right now.
Subscriptions of $50 per person were due April 1st.1
Peter Harman is busy attending to the accuracy of
his membership listing et al. As many members are
approaching certain life milestones Peter is on a
mission to obtain as many birth years of members so
they can be congratulated publicly when that great
moment arrives. Do not tarry with this one.
Communication: The phone tree has been operating
now for one month and the general feeling is that it
has been very well accepted. The callers are rotated
every month so expect to hear a new voice on the
end of the line next time.
As usual The Newsletter is magnificently prepared
each week by Russ Dawe and distributed to all
members either by Email or direct mail. This
publication delivers a variety of information, games
and ideas for your awareness and fun. All
contributions are very welcome. Just Email them in.
All relevant addresses can be found in your Club
Directory.
All outings and Activities comprehensively handled
by Judy Brophy who again keeps pushing forward
with ideas for when this COVID-19 crisis is over.

1: Phil’s Treasurer’s report is set out on page 3
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With member’s welfare, Veronica McLellan looks
after this important area and does a brilliant job of it
with a caring and compassionate approach. She
would like to hear from anyone who is aware of any
of our members who may be unwell. Please let her
know and she will make sure she contacts them.
• Investigations are being made in the areas of
Computer Training for members, Zoom Meetings
with Guest Speakers, Quiz and Trivia nights using
Zoom applications (to name just a few). The
imagination of your committee is boundless.
Ron as President and Lyn as immediate Past
President are constantly busy doing all things
pertaining to Presidential and Past Presidential
duties. These are immense and cover such diverse
items as Grants, Anniversary and Christmas Lunch
days which entail visits to the venues, negotiating
prices and acceptability of venues and making
bookings plus all things pertaining to the conduct of
meetings and other forms of negotiation. And it’s all
done with style and composure.
As I stated in the last Committee Report/Summary
for April, your committee is working very hard in
keeping the club alive and relevant in these difficult
times.
We are still waiting for volunteers to apply and fill
the vacant positions of Vice President and Club
Archivist. For our very survival, these positions must
be filled.
I finish with a somewhat corrupted quote from JFK
(and I seriously request that you give it some
thought).

Ask NOT what your Probus can do for
you-------Ask what you can do for your Probus.
Marty

Philosophy Today
Having more money doesn't make you happier. I
have 50 million dollars but I'm just as happy as
when I had 48 million.
Arnold Schwarzenegger
We are here on earth to do good unto others. What
the others are here for, I have no idea. W.H.Auden
Home cooking. Where many a man thinks his wife
is.
Jimmy Durante
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Treasurer’s Report
"Hello everyone. I hope you are all well and safe.
This is an update on our 2020 subscription position.
Peter Harman, our Membership Manager, has
advised that our Probus Greythorn club has 115
members. As at 30 April 2020 81 members (or 70.4%
of the membership) have paid their $50
subscriptions. All subscriptions were paid by
Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT).

INCOME AND EXPENDITURE FOR THE MONTH OF
APRIL 2020
INCOME
Annual Subs
TicketMaster Refund

$1,600.00
$1,264.00
$2,864.00

EXPENDITURE
Refunds
Stationery

$790.00
$130.84
$920.84

That is a pretty good result, given that last year 51%
of subscriptions were paid either by cheque or cash.
I feel sure that the remaining 34 members will pay
by cheque or cash when I next see them at a general
meeting. Hopefully that general meeting isn't too far
off.”
Phil

Welfare Report
Ted Angleton is still in hospital and unwell.
Shirley Bushnie is also still in Epworth Rehab and while
having a lot of pain is hoping she can go home to her
Granddaughter soon.
Helen O’Brien has finished her treatment and is awaiting
results in June. At present is feeling well.
Pat Pascoe continues to recover at home and will start
radiotherapy either this week or next.
Rosemary McMeekin is also continuing to make a good
recovery and is feeling stronger.
Ron Roy is continuing to feel well but is finding being
alone so much very hard.
I hope everyone is continuing to feel well and still coping
with the restrictions which I am sure we hope can be
slowly relaxed soon.
Best wishes to everyone having a birthday this month
and a special belated greeting to all Mums for Mother’s
Day. I am sure we’re sad we could not share it with our
families but hopefully we were all able to have contact in
some way on the day, and if all continues to improve
with our virus numbers we can see them soon. The
abattoir cluster reminds us how effective the protections
we have had have been and how quickly it can all get out
of control.

Veronica

Philosophy Today
Wood burns faster when you have to cut and chop
it yourself. Harrison Ford

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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Recent Activities

Coming up

Creative Pursuits

Canasta
The Canasta Group are still looking for an online facility to
play Canasta with friends (rather than random people
from around the world). They propose to meet via Zoom
to plan for the future—or is it for a ‘virtual’ glass of wine?

The group had a successful meeting via Zoom on Monday
4 May. The discussion
centred on group activities
in the near future and how
the technology may be
used.

Creative Pursuits

(That’s Joan Teele there in
the dark.)

Following a successful initial Zoom meeting the group will
meet to continue discussion of future activities. The next
meeting is expected to be on Monday 25 May

Philosophy today

Book Group 2
2:00pm, 28 May via Zoom
The next book being read by Book Group 2
is Natasha Lester’s “The French
Photographer”.
The book was inspired by the incredible
true story of Lee Miller, Vogue model
turned one of the first female war
photojournalists.
Natasha Lester worked as a marketing
executive before returning to university to study creative
writing. She completed a Master of Creative Arts and her first
novel won the T.A.G. Hungerford Award for Fiction.

Gardens—Speaker
28 May, 10:30AM - a Zoom presentation.
Suzanne Collings from Balwyn will lead us in an
exploration of “A few gardens in Southern England”
over Zoom. The illustrated talk discusses 6 gardens
covering a range of garden styles from that area.
After the presentation there will be the opportunity
to ask Suzanne questions.
All members are welcome
to join in this
presentation. The “Join”
invitation will be emailed
out on Monday 25 May
For a reminder on how to set up Zoom see page 5
A man being mugged by two thugs put up a tremendous
fight! Finally, the thugs subdued him and took his wallet.
Upon finding only two dollars in the wallet, the surprised
thug said "Why did you put up such a fight?" To which the
man promptly replied "I was afraid you would find the
$200 hidden in my shoe!"
Page 4
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When a man opens a car door for his wife, it's either
a new car or a new wife.
Prince Phillip
As I hurtled through space, one thought kept
crossing my mind - every part of this rocket was
supplied by the lowest bidder.
John Glenn

Club speakers and gatherings via

Speakers

Grey Matter Weekly 8

Zoom

We are working to arrange for speakers for the club.
It’s expected that the sessions will only last for a half
hour or so and that speakers will incorporate pictures
As mentioned in the Committee Report and
elsewhere, it is proposed to embark on some sessions and even video clips in their presentations.
with interesting speakers—but, as we’re not yet
Participants will be advised of protocols for asking
permitted to meet together, these will be “online”
questions and managing their microphones so they
and therefore via Zoom.
don’t interrupt the session.
We set out in an earlier edition of Grey Matter how
you put Zoom on your computer, tablet or
smartphone. Since that time Oh so long ago (in
digital terms) Zoom has become extremely widely
used for work and personal meetings and gatherings.
And it’s become even easier to install and to operate.
Rather than set out again the instructions for
installing and using Zoom—download from Zoom.us;
and Join Meeting— you might like to watch the video
clip linked below which goes through the whole
process.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9w3Y_9FLgc4
Just remember—it’s very easy and great to use. Like
many families, Liz and I frequently find ourselves
Zooming with family and friends …. From
‘participating’ in Easter Egg hunts with the grandkids
to ‘virtual’ drinks and canapes with friends. Our club
committee has found it an effective way to meet to
continue to conduct Club business, and several of our
activity groups have found it a good way to connect
with colleagues.
In order to get the most out of future speaker
sessions and other activities it is proposed to run one
or perhaps two ‘practice’ sessions.
To participate you will need to have downloaded and
installed Zoom and be familiar with the way to join
the session.
Any session—practice or other gathering—you should
receive an email which will include the ‘Meeting ID’ which, clearly, identifies the particular meeting within
the plethora of other meetings going on around the
world. It also details the Password which is required,
for security purposes, to access the meeting.
The email will look something like this:
Russ Dawe is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.
Join Zoom Meeting
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76289163207?
pwd=d0JRd256TWJtZUR0Q0hQeCtpemJQQT09
Meeting ID: 762 8916 3207
Password: 026607

You should only need to click on the blue link to
access the meeting—but you will probably be asked
to enter the password for security purposes.
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Trivia / Quizzes
Another prospective activity is the ubiquitous ‘Quiz
Night’ (or afternoon or ….)

These, too, would be arranged via Zoom.
They may need a bit more preparation at the ‘host’/
Quiz master end, so we’ll be in touch soon about
them—but would appreciate you indicating if you’d
be interested in participating.
Not that we don’t trust you, but I’m advised that the
questions proposed would be relevant to us and NOT
the sort to have answers easily looked up on
Google

Isn’t education wonderful!
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Dear Russ,
I did have an inkling that my ‘big 0’ birthday would
get a mention in ‘Grey Matters’ but, in my naivety,
imagined it would be no more than an asterisk in the
birthday list. I was then more than a little surprised
and chuffed to see that I was given an honourable
mention by the President column and a roast.
My sons who have accompanied me to the football
since they were little tackers read the roast and
opined that Marty was being altogether too kind. In
their view, the description of my outlandish
behaviour at the football was very much understated
and deserved to have been embellished and
magnified.
However all that is not really the purpose of this
letter. Rather, it is to acknowledge the many Probus
members who contacted me on the day and
throughout the week. What, in isolation, could have
been a quite dismal day evolved into a very busy and
happy one. I am indeed very fortunate to have
experienced in a very special way the support and
friendship that Probus is bringing to us all.
For our dinner that night, my oldest son picked up
and delivered a restaurant meal which Anne and I
thoroughly enjoyed. As I have a grandson with whom
I share a birth date, through the wonders of Zoom,
the whole family were able to be present for the
blowing out of candles even though we were more
than 100 km apart.
My very sincere thanks to all of you
Peter Harman

Stir Crazy (still)
I’d like to go out to a restaurant,
To order and have some nice food,
Home cooking’ slright, but it’s normal,
I’d like to just lift the mood
To pick and to choose at the moment,
To think I’ll have this and not that,
To wait till it’s placed there before me,
To eat and to eat ‘till I’m fat.
Later I’d have a nice coffee,
Or even a lovely cream cake,
Now this is so easy to think of,
STOP DREAMING AND SCHEAMING AND WAKE
How does some crayfish mornay sound?
I hope it makes you drool,
Can you buy it anywhere?
Don’t be such a fool!
It doesn’t go to China now,
Nor go to Asian lands,
So why the hell can’t we have some,
Is it in others hands?
I will now tell you where it all is,
It’s gone back home and to bed,
Because it’s got it druthers,
And that is not to be dead.
It’s in the ocean, big and deep,
It’s happy days they are here,
And I can only smile and laugh,
And toast it with a beer.
Deirdre Lancaster
The Australian Taxation Office suspected a fishing
boat owner wasn't paying proper wages to his
deckhand and sent an agent to investigate him.
ATO AUDITOR: "I need a list of your employees and
how much you pay them".
Boat Owner: "Well, there's Clarence, my deckhand,
he's been with me for 3 years. I pay him $1,000 a
week plus free room and board. Then there's the
mentally challenged guy. He works about 18 hours
every day and does about 90% of the work around
here. He makes about $10 per week, pays his own
room and board, and I buy him a bottle of Bundaberg
rum and a dozen Crown Lagers every Saturday night
so he can cope with life. He also gets to sleep with my
wife occasionally".
ATO AUDITOR: "That's the guy I want to talk to - the
mentally challenged one".
Boat Owner: "That'll be me. What'd you want to
know"?
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Victoria’s Silo Art Trail
Our tour, which had to be postponed due to the
pandemic, is currently scheduled for 24—28 August.
One of Victoria’s Arts treasures.
The Silo Art Trail is Australia’s largest outdoor gallery. The
trail stretches over 200 kilometres, linking Brim with
neighbouring towns Lascelles, Patchewollock, Rosebery,
Rupanyup and Sheep
Hills.

NAME THE TOWN OR SUBURB IN
VICTORIA
1. Fireplace in the forest.
2. Lots of murders.
3. Shining waters.
4. Ring a rodent.
5. He fell over the tent poles.
6. Look at Plenty.
7. Wishing city.
8. It’s your turn.
9. Flower tip.
10. Bargains galore.
11. Francis makes 100.
12. Fire in the paddock.
13. Rocky lady.
14. Pealing seaside.
15. Spear on grassy enclosure.
16. The forest is finished.
17. Car performance opener.
18. Anglers watercourse.
19. Sister paddling.
20. Call some timber.
21. Who’s there?
22. Her Majesty’s very own abseiling wall.
23. Noisy white bird.
24. Gloomy boulder.
25. Bovines gathering.
26. Sound of donkeys in the water.
27. Slay below.
28. Boxing up porcine product.
29. Fortified wine with Tinkerbelle.
30. Mythical creature who lurks in billabongs.
(Answers next week)

“Providing an insight into
the true spirit of the
Wimmera Mallee, the
trail recognises and
celebrates the region’s
people through a series
of large-scale mural
Patchewollock Silo
portraits painted onto
grain silos, many of which date back to the 1930s.
The project saw a team of renowned artists from Australia
and across the world visit the region, meet the locals and
transform each grain silo into an epic work of art; each one
telling a unique story about the host town.
The Silo Art Trail was conceived in 2016 after the success
of the first silo artwork in Brim. What started as a small
community project by the Brim Active Community Group,
GrainCorp, Juddy Roller and artist, Guido van Helten
resulted in widespread international media attention and
an influx of visitors to the region and the idea for a trail
was born.
The Silo Art Trail was created as a partnership between
Yarriambiack Shire Council, international street art agency
Juddy Roller, Victorian Government, Australian
Government and GrainCorp, who donated the silos as
canvases for the artists’ work.”

More from that customer.
A customer walks into a restaurant and notices a large
sign on the wall: "$500 If we fail to fill your order!" When
his waitress arrives, he orders elephants’ testicles on rye.
She calmly writes his order and walks into the kitchen
where all hell breaks loose! The restaurant owner comes
storming out of the kitchen. He runs up to the customer's
table, slaps $500 down on it and says, "You got me this
time buddy, but I want you to know that's the first time in
ten years we've been out of rye bread".
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Trump That !
There are clever headline writers around
the world.
This one from Ireland’s “Irish Daily Mirror”

Marty’s Playground
Schoolchildren Howlers
In midevil times most people were alliterate. The
greatest writer of the futile ages was Chaucer, who
wrote many poems and verses and also wrote
literature.
Another story was William Tell, who shot an arrow
through an apple while standing on his son’s head.

Ten Collective Nouns
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 6.

(1) knot (2) gaggle (3) horde (4) tower (5) cloud
(6) implausibility (7) trip (8) glint (9) bloat
(10) parcel
Now try the next 10:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

A …………..of Hornets
A …………..of Horses
A …………..of Hounds
A……………of Hummingbirds
A ……….…. of Hyenas
A…………....of Iguanas
A …………...of Jays
A ……………of Jellyfish
A…………...of Kangaroos
A…………..…of Kittens
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