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CALENDAR OF
ACTIVITIES
online discussions using Zoom
19 May— Discussion Group
See page 4
20 May—Zoom practice/
familiarisation session
25 May—Creative Pursuits
discussion of options
26 May—Investors
The review continues
28 May– Speaker—Gardens of
Southern England
—Book Group 1
Discussion of members
recent readings.
—Book Group 2
Book: The French
Photographer by Natasha
Lester. 2:00pm. (More p4)
1 June—Scrabble Group
2 June—Committee meeting
4 June—Solo Group
10 June—Canasta Group
What other activities can
members come up with that can
be undertaken online?

BIRTHDAYS

APRIL BIRTHDAYS
MAY
(second
Johntranch)
Astle

Glenys
SusanChalk
Astle
Margaret
Doherty
Pater Harman
Wal Mannering
Hamilton
Lorraine
Barbara Mathews
Brian Murphy
Jennifer Parker
Chresley Robson
Robert VanWoerkom

Ron’s Rambles

This past week, I attended
(remotely) a Senior Citizens
Presidents meeting conducted by the Boroondara Council.
Participants included Presidents of Probus and U3A clubs,
together with presidents of many Senior Citizens Clubs in the
Council area. Representatives of the Chinese and Vietnamese
communities also attended. The purpose of the meeting was to
discuss how we all are staying connected with members during
the Covid-19 restrictions and what successes/challenges our
groups have been experiencing.
The other Probus Clubs are functioning in a similar fashion to
ours, using Zoom for Book Groups, discussion groups, etc., and
keeping in touch by phone. The two U3A groups represented,
each with large memberships (Hawthorn 1575) have not been
able to meet face to face since 16th March. They have been
using all the remote resources available to continue their
activities as much as possible.
The Council’s protocols have been eased slightly in line with
the State Government’s guidelines, allowing some outside
activities to resume. They are hoping that access to some of
their indoor areas may become available by the end of May,
within safety guidelines.
GREY MATTER BACK ISSUES
Back copies of weekly Grey Matter issues are now available on
the Greythorn Probus Club website. It’s fantastic the way we
have all been able to keep in contact in this way and the
newsletters are well worth another read. Thanks to Neville and
Colin for recording them, and of course to Russ for producing
them.

Ron Johnson, President

The Probus Club of Greythorn is supported by the

Stay well.
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc. A0050478X
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Are you Covid Safe?

Welfare Report

Do you have a ‘smartphone’ or
‘iphone’. It’s important that as

I hope all our mothers and grandmothers were able
to enjoy some pleasures last Sunday and I expect
many will feel freer to meet up with family, within
the rules, this weekend.

many of us as possible download,
install and run the COVIDSAFE
app on our phones.

From a welfare point of view there is not much to
report this week I am pleased to say as hopefully it
means we are all keeping well.
Ted Angleton is improving but still in hospital and
needing a lot of help.
Pat Pascoe has started her radiotherapy and is
coping well.
Rosemary McMeekin is continuing to recover at
home.
It is very pleasing that Australia has coped so well so
far with the COVID virius19 and with the gradual
lifting of sanctions let us hope this continues so we
can start to get together in bigger groups and
resume some activities.
Veronica

How does it work and how
can it assist reduce the
spread of COVID19?
When you download the app you provide your name,
mobile number, and postcode and select your age range.
You will receive a confirmation text message to complete
installation. The system then creates a unique encrypted
reference code just for you.
COVIDSafe recognises other devices with the COVIDSafe
app installed and Bluetooth® enabled. When the app
recognises another user, it notes the date, time, distance
and duration of the contact and the other user’s reference
code. The COVIDSafe app does not collect your location.
To be effective, you should have the COVIDSafe app
running as you go about your daily business and come into
contact with people. Users will receive daily notifications
to ensure the COVIDSafe app is running.
The information is encrypted and that encrypted identifier
is stored securely on your phone. Not even you can access
it. The contact information stored in people’s mobiles is
deleted on a 21-day rolling cycle. This period takes into
account the COVID-19 incubation period and the time it
takes to get tested.

When an app user tests positive for COVID-19
When someone is diagnosed with COVID-19, state and
territory health officials will ask them or their parent/
guardian who they have been in contact with. If they have
the COVIDSafe app and provide their permission, the
encrypted contact information from the app will be
uploaded to a highly secure information storage system.
State and territory health officials will then:

•

use the contacts captured by the app to support their
usual contact tracing

•

call people to let them or their parent/guardian know
they may have been exposed
• offer advice on next steps, including:

•
•
•

what to look out for
when, how and where to get tested

what to do to protect friends and family from
exposure
Health officials will not name the person who was infected.
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………….and people have been worrying about
privacy...
Probus Club of Greythorn

Worried about
Privacy ???
Ordering a pizza in
2020
CALLER:
Is this Gordon's Pizza?
GOOGLE:
No sir, it's Google Pizza.
CALLER:
I must have dialed a wrong number. Sorry.
GOOGLE:
No sir, Google bought Gordon’s Pizza last month.
CALLER:
OK. I would like to order a pizza.
GOOGLE:
Do you want your usual, sir?
CALLER:
My usual? You know me?
GOOGLE:
According to our caller ID data sheet, the last 12
times you called you ordered an extra-large pizza
with three cheeses, sausage, pepperoni, mushrooms
and meatballs on a thick crust.
CALLER:
OK! That’s what I want ...
GOOGLE:
May I suggest that this time you order a pizza with
ricotta, arugula, sun-dried tomatoes and olives on a
whole wheat gluten-free thin crust?
CALLER:
What? I detest vegetable!
GOOGLE:
Your cholesterol is not good, sir.
CALLER:
How the hell do you know!
GOOGLE:
Well, we cross-referenced your home phone number
with your medical records. We have the result of
your blood tests for the last 7 years.
CALLER:
Okay, but I do not want your rotten vegetable pizza!
I already take medication for my cholesterol.
GOOGLE:
Excuse me sir, but you have not taken your
medication regularly. According to our database,

you purchased only a box of 30 cholesterol tablets
once, at Drug RX Network, 4 months ago.
CALLER:
I bought more from another drugstore.
GOOGLE:
That doesn’t show on your credit card statement.
I paid in cash.
GOOGLE:
But you did not withdraw enough cash according to
your bank statement.
CALLER:
I have other sources of cash.
GOOGLE:
That doesn’t show on your last tax return unless you
bought them using an undeclared income source,
which is against the law.
CALLER:
WHAT THE HELL!
GOOGLE:
I'm sorry, sir, we use such information only with the
sole intention of helping you.
CALLER:
Enough already! I'm sick to death of Google,
Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp and all the others. I'm
going to an island without internet, cable TV, where
there is no cell phone service and no one to watch
me or spy on me.
GOOGLE:
I understand sir, but you need to renew your
passport first. It expired 6 weeks ago...

Schools are going back.
A teacher was trying to make use of her Psychology
course. She started the class by saying “Everyone who
thinks they’re stupid, stand up”. A minute went by and no
-one stood up until little Larry popped to his feet.
“Do you think you’re stupid Larry?”
“No Miss, but I didn’t like to see you standing there by
yourself.”

Recent Activities
Solo
Our Soloists have begun to gather ‘virtually’.
On Thursday May 7th, Anne, Veronica, Yvonne, Margaret,
Janet, Peter and Pat joined Denise on Zoom for our
second catchup. Using our beverage of choice we toasted
Peter for his 80th Birthday which he celebrated recently.

Probus Club of Greythorn

Page 3

Grey Matter Weekly 9

Mother’s Day

Coming up

Sunday 10 May was Mother’s Day. I hope all our mothers
had a good day and managed, despite the social isolation
rules, to get that appropriate special Mothers Day feeling.
19 May, commencing at 11:00am by Zoom
Many of us have, over recent years, participated in the
Roy’s been beavering away on the discussion topics for the Mother’s Day Classic—the walk with thousands of others
next Discussion Group and, as usual come up with some
around the Tan. Our family certainly has.
interesting and timely topics. Topics for May’s gathering
But this year’s Mother’s Day was different—and such an
may include:
activity was not possible. Nevertheless some managed to
VENTILATION as in intubation for CoronaVirus (a bit of
replicate the tan walk in different circumstances.
history and development since the old Poliomyelitis
models):
Merilyn Newnham reports:
the new 5G network- using higher frequencies along the
“Organised by my family, this year’s Mother’s Day
electromagnetic spectrum. A look at the claims and uses of included the usual entry in the Mother’s Day Classic
5G.
fundraiser for Breast Cancer research. One at a time, I
walked numerous laps with children and grandchildren,
A Zoom meeting invitation with the information required
keeping a socially acceptable distance of course! I had
to join will be sent shortly.
rare one on one time with everyone, we contributed to a
good cause and I enjoyed an energetic morning walk.
Fabulous.”

Discussion Group

Zoom practice / intro
20 May commencing at 10:30am by Zoom.

For those who are not confident about using Zoom but
interested in participating in the online activities of our
groups and/or our speaker on the gardens of Southern
England next week, a Zoom practice session will be
available on Wednesday 20 May commencing at 10:30am.
To join in you will need to have downloaded and installed
Zoom (refer to last week’s Grey Matter if you’ve forgotten
how) and
a few minutes before 10:30am start Zoom and click on the
link in the invitation that will be sent by email or enter the
“Meeting ID” and, when prompted, the meeting password.

Creative Pursuits
Monday 25 May at 2:30pm. by Zoom
Discussion of some future options for online activities—
including on-line entertainment - virtual tour of the Arts
Centre, Australian Ballet performances and MTC events.

The start of some of those laps

….and Lorna Johnson comments
“Dick and I were treated to a high tea for Mother’s Day.
Kirrily, our second daughter and our granddaughter arrived
on our doorstep with all the food. Cooked by my three
grandkids and their father. Delicious!
The best ever Mothers’ Day. Our 57th Wedding
Anniversary the following day, Monday 11th, paled into
insignificance as we stayed home and ate the leftovers.”

- Lorna and Dick

Speaker
28 May at 10:30 am, by Zoom
Suzanne Collings will lead us in an exploration of A few
Gardens of Southern England.

Book Group 1
28 May at 2:00pm, by Zoom
A chat about group members recent readings.

Book Group 2
28 May at 2:00pm, by Zoom
The next book being read by Book Group 2 is Natasha
Lester’s “The French Photographer”.
Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101

Solo

4 June at 7:30 by Zoom …. unless...
We are hopeful that we may be able to resume our
rostered games soon so we look forward in anticipation to
July. In the meantime we will catch up on Zoom when we
are hopeful that Barb and Max will be able to join us.
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call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au

Probus Club of Greythorn
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Getting with IT

Where to start.
Most of us actually have the necessary equipment—
a smartphone is sufficient to start. The phones these
days are equipped with cameras for both still
photographs and videos.
Perhaps the most difficult issue is to work out what
one could make into an interesting film.
I started out trying to record as a video the
devastation caused by a stormy weekend a couple of
weeks ago. The main walking track between Apollo

Bay township and the Wild Dog Creek (toward
Liz and I were recently asked by one of our granddaughters to make a film, the specifications and basis Skenes Creek) has been devastated.
of which she would provide to us.
My initial efforts weren’t too successful—filming
Making videos and films is something we’re not
familiar with, but having the kids doing schooling
from home is changing things.
We have to learn!
Interestingly, the Probus South Pacific (PSP)
newsletter puts the same thing forward as a
‘challenge’ for May.

Perhaps we should make it a challenge for
Greythorns Probians with efforts being shown at our
regular monthly meetings which, we anticipate, will
be able to recommence in the not-too-distant future.

while walking meant picture bouncing around;
scanning the wider scene while stationary wasn’t too
bad—until I turned the camera over.
Nevertheless, it looks to be something to work on. If
the grandkids can make films surely it must be
possible for us with years of a wide variety of
experiences behind us.
I’ll keep trying.
How about you— ?
Don’t let the
technology beat
you—it might have a
different language,
but it’s not really too
difficult to learn how
to tame.

Probus Club of Greythorn
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Language and Logic
LESSON IN GRAMMAR
IS IT “COMPLETE", "FINISHED" OR "COMPLETELY
FINISHED" ?
No English dictionary has been able to adequately
explain the difference between these two words “Complete” or “Finished".
In a recent linguistic competition held in London and
attended by, supposedly, the best in the world,
Samdar Balgobin, a Guyanese man, was the clear
winner with a standing ovation which lasted over 5
minutes.
The final question was: ‘How do you explain the
difference between COMPLETE and FINISHED in a way
that is easy to understand? Some people say there is
no difference between COMPLETE and FINISHED.’
Here is his astute answer:
"When you marry the right woman, you are
COMPLETE.
When you marry the wrong woman, you are
FINISHED.
And when the right one catches you with the wrong
one, you are COMPLETELY FINISHED!
He won a trip around the world and a case of 25 year
old Scotch.

Airline ticket office, Copenhagen :
WE TAKE YOUR BAGS AND SEND THEM IN ALL
DIRECTIONS.
Doctors office, Rome:
SPECIALIST IN WOMEN AND OTHER DISEASES.
In a Tokyo bar:
SPECIAL COCKTAILS FOR THE LADIES WITH
NUTS.
In a cemetery:
PERSONS ARE PROHIBITED FROM PICKING
FLOWERS FROM ANY BUT THEIR OWN GRAVES.

LEGAL LOGIC
A young law student, having failed his Law exam, goes
up to his crusty old professor, who is renowned for
his razor-sharp legal mind.
Student: "Sir, do you really understand everything
about this subject?"
Professor: "Actually, I probably do. Otherwise I
wouldn't be a professor, would I?"

Student: "OK. So I’d like to ask you a question. If you
can give me the correct answer, I will accept my mark
as it is. If you can't give me the correct answer,
however, you'll have to give me an "A".
Professor: "Hmmmm, alright. So what’s the
question?"

AS IT IS SPOKEN

Student: "What is legal but not logical, logical but not
legal, and neither logical nor legal?”

A laundry in Rome :
LADIES, LEAVE YOUR CLOTHES HERE AND
SPEND THE AFTERNOON HAVING A GOOD
TIME.
Dry cleaners, Bangkok:
DROP YOUR TROUSERS HERE FOR THE BEST
RESULTS.
Cocktail lounge , Norway:
LADIES ARE REQUESTED NOT TO HAVE
CHILDREN IN THE BAR.
Hotel, Japan :
YOU ARE INVITED TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF
THE CHAMBERMAID.
On the menu of a Swiss restaurant:
OUR WINES LEAVE YOU NOTHING TO HOPE
FOR.
On the main road to Mombassa, leaving
Nairobi:
TAKE NOTICE: WHEN THIS SIGN IS UNDER
WATER, THIS ROAD IS IMPASSABLE.

The professor wracks his famous brain, but just can't
crack the answer. Finally he gives up and changes the
student's failing mark into an "A" as agreed, and the
student goes away, very pleased.
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The professor continues to wrack his brain over the
question all afternoon, but still can’t get the answer.
So finally he calls in a group of his brightest students
and tells them he has a really, really tough question
to answer: "What is legal but not logical, logical but
not legal, and neither logical nor legal?”
To the professor's surprise (and embarrassment), all
the students immediately raise their hands.
"All right" says the professor and asks his favourite
student to answer
"It's quite easy, sir" says the student, "You see, you
are 75 years old and married to a 30 year old woman,
which is legal, but not logical. Your wife has a 22 year
old lover, which is logical, but not legal. And your
wife's lover failed his exam but you've just given him
an "A", which is neither legal, nor logical.

Probus Club of Greythorn
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An Irish shopper?
A customer asked, "In what aisle could I find the Guinness beer?"
The shop assistant asks, "Are you Irish?"
The guy, clearly offended, says, "Yes I am. But let me ask you some things:
If I had asked for Italian sausage, would you ask me if I was Italian?
Or if I had asked for German Bratwurst, would you ask me if I was German?
Or if I asked for a kosher hot dog would you ask me if I was Jewish?
Or if I had asked for a Taco, would you ask if I was Mexican?
Or if I asked for Polish sausage, would you ask if I was
Victorian Towns from Polish?"
issue 8—Answers
The shop assistant says, "No, I wouldn't have."
The guy says, "Well then, because I asked for Guinness,
Inglewood
why did you ask me if I'm Irish?"
The shop assistant replied, "Because you're in Bunnings
Kilmore
Warehouse."

Diamond Creek
Ballarat
Camperdown
Seymour
Hopetoun
Kew
Rosebud
Sale
Frankston
Beaconsfield
Maidstone
Bell’s Beach
Lancefield
Woodend
Torquay
Fish Creek
Nunawading
Ringwood
Kew
Queenscliff
Cockatoo
Black Rock
Cowes
Braybrook
Kilcunda
Pakenham
Port Fairy
Bunyip

“ODE TO SANITISER”
(sung to the tune of " OKLAHOMA",
apologies to Rodgers and
Hammerstein)
SAN IT ISER,
You're the one we must use every
day ,
You're so clean & neat & smell so
sweet ,
And you keep the COVID BUG at bay!!
SAaaaNITISER,
Every night my sweetie pie & I
Sit APART & chat &watch a bat
Flying madly up into the sky.!!
We know you belong on the hand ,
& the hand you belong to feels grand.
And so we say "yippee ii ,yippii yipp ee
aay
You're doing fine SAN IT ISER,
SAN IT ISER O K
SAN IT IS ER , SAN ITISER , OK , OK ,
OK. ok , ok ,ok,ok
Rosemary Mc Meekin.

A touching Bagpipes story
Time is like a river. You cannot touch the water twice, because the
flow that has passed will never pass again. Enjoy every moment of
life. As a bagpiper, I play many gigs. Recently I was asked by a funeral
director to play at a graveside service for a homeless man. He had no
family or friends, so the service was to be at a pauper's cemetery in
the Nova Scotia back country. As I was not familiar with the
backwoods, I got lost and, being a typical man, I didn't stop for
directions.
“I finally arrived an hour late and saw the funeral guy had evidently gone and the hearse
was nowhere in sight. There were only the diggers and crew left and they were eating
lunch. I felt badly and apologized to the men for being late. As I went to the side of the
grave and looked down the vault lid was already in place. I didn't know what else to do,
so I started to play.
“The workers put down their lunches and began to gather around. I played out my heart
and soul for this man with no family and friends. I played like I've never played before
for this homeless man. And as I played "Amazing Grace", the workers began to weep.
They wept, I wept, we all wept together. When I finished, I packed up my bagpipes and
started for my car. Though my head was hung low, my heart was full.
As I opened the door to my car, I heard one of the workers say, "I never seen anything
like that before, and I've been putting in septic tanks for twenty years."
Apparently, I'm still lost....it's a man thing.
Probus Club of Greythorn
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A bountiful harvest of cartoons

Here’s
some
fake
news

Marty’s Playground
Schoolchildren Howlers
Queen Elizabeth was the “Virgin Queen.” As a queen she
was a success. When she exposed herself before her
troops they all shouted “hurrah”.
It was an age of great inventions and discoveries.
Gutenberg invented removable type and the Bible.
Another important invention was the circulation of blood.
Sir Walter Raleigh is a historical figure because he
invented cigarettes and started smoking. And Sir Francis
Drake circumcised the world with a 100-foot clipper.

Ten Collective Nouns
Correct answers to Collective Nouns. Edition 8.

(1) nest (2) harras (3) pack (4) charm (5) clan
(6) mess (7) party (8) smack (9) mob (10) kindle
Now try the next 10:
1. A ……….…..of Lapwings
2. A …….……..of Larks
3. A …….……..of Leopards
4. A…………..…of Lions
5. A ……..….….of Locusts
6. A……….…....of Magpies
7. A …………….of Mice
8. A ……….….…of Moles
9. A………….....of Monkeys
10. A…………...…of Moose
This strip appeared in the early 1960’s—perhaps its
influence continued in high places
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