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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
NOVEMBER
2 November—Scrabble Group*
Committee Meeting
by Zoom
3 November—Melbourne Cup
5 November—Solo Group
Zoom Happy Hour 5:00pm

9 November—COVID RESTRICTIONS
TO EASE (hopefully)
10 November—General Meeting
by Zoom
11 November—Canasta Group
13 November—Friday Quiz
by Zoom
16 November—Walking group

17 November—Discussion Group
19 November—Garden & Creatives
meet in the park.
* subject to COVID restrictions

BIRTHDAYS
NOVEMBER
Judy Bailey
Meredith Daniel
Pam Essery
Angela Johns
Peggy Johnson
Phillip Pitsikas
Roy Price
Peter Phelan
Diane Robinson
Pene Whiteley
Robin Williams
Janet Cook

Ron’s Rambles
During Cup week I thought it timely to write a note about
Australia’s famous horse legend, Phar Lap
What is it about Phar Lap that 90 years on from his most
famous victory in the 1930 Melbourne Cup his name lives
on in our memories? We recall stories told to us by our
parents and grandparents of this wonderful horse who
inspired so many people during the Great Depression.
Think about it, during Cup week Phar Lap raced on every
day. On Derby Day he won over 10 furlongs, Tuesday he
won the Cup over two miles, then on Oaks Day (Thursday)
he won over one mile – two days after winning the Cup,
then on Saturday he won again over a mile and a half.
These days, only a few horses would race twice over the
carnival.
Numerous attempts were made on Phar Lap’s life. Three
days before the Cup in 1930 he survived a shooting incident and between the carnival meetings he had to be secreted away to private stables. Finally he met his end under suspicious circumstances in America when campaigning to take on the rest of the world.
A truly remarkable horse whose name lives on through
the centuries.

Ron Johnson, President

Don’t forget—graphics
or pictures with a green
border will provide a
link to the internet
when pdf is viewed on a
computer or tablet
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Welfare Report

Scrabble

I am sure we all heaved a big sigh of relief when
many of our restrictions were lifted a few days ago,
though I expect many of us will hasten slowly. I
could almost hear a big cheer from the golfers
among our members.
Unfortunately some of our members have been unable to enjoy the new freedoms as they are still unwell.
Judy Brophy is still in rehab at Epworth having had a
set back with a great deal of pain in her leg following
her hip replacement. This hampers her rehab and in
spite of many tests etc. no solution has been found
so far. We do hope she will soon be pain free and
able to return home and send our best wishes to
her.
Phil Pitsikas after a few days at home had a return to
Epworth for more surgery to try again to remove his
kidney stone. He is home again and his back is slowly improving.
Helen O’Brien and Denise Boschetti are both continuing with their cancer treatments and are going
along well.
Sadly Margaret Marsh’s son Blair died recently after
a long battle with cancer. His funeral was held this
week and the family were able to benefit from the
extra numbers allowed. On behalf of her many
friends at the club we send our condolences and
best wishes to Margaret.
Now restrictions on elective surgery have been relaxed I expect several of our members will be having
operations. I would be grateful to hear of anyone
having any treatment and I wish anyone who is to
have treatment best wishes for a speedy recovery.
On behalf of the club I would like to wish a happy
birthday to all our members celebrating their birthdays during November. Hopefully you can now
share your special day with more family and friends.
My best wishes to all our members. I hope you all
keep well and safe.
Veronica.

1st Monday—Monday 2 November

Out of lockdown
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While restrictions have been lifted to a certain extent, gathering in-home is still very much a no no.
Scrabble members are looking forward to regrouping when the COVID restrictions are lifted and
meeting again on the first Monday of each month.
Contact Glenys to get the latest information on the
Scrabble Group’s plans.
Convenor: Glenys Chalk

Solo
1st Thursday—Thursday 5 November
Melbourne’s COVID Restrictions limit the number of
visitors to our homes, consequently face-to-face
gatherings to play are not yet possible.
The group will, however, catch up by Zoom for Happy Hour at 5:00pm on Thursday 5 November.
Convenor: Denise Powell

Irish Fly
spray
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Next Week
10 November—General Meeting
by Zoom
11 November—Canasta Group
TBA

General Meeting
2nd Tuesday—Tuesday 10 November
We will again need to Zoom our General Meeting for
November as Melbourne’s COVID restrictions are
such that we’d not even be able to meet outdoors.

Reports
Investors
Our Investors group met by Zoom on Tuesday 27
October to review the group’s “portfolio” and commiserate over the state of investments.
The situation has improved significantly over the
past month. Within the “portfolio” 6 of the investments are now in the black [variously showing returns from 112% to 0.78%] although ‘losses’ still outweigh ‘profits’.

As usual under our COVID Safe arrangements our
Zoom meeting will commence with a presentation
and will be followed by the business session.
We are hopeful that convenors will be able to outline to everyone what they plan for the final few
weeks of 2020 and activities in preparation for 2021.
The Zoom access information will be circulated on
Monday 9 November.

Canasta
2nd Wednesday—Wednesday 11 November
Arrangements for the Canasta group will be advised
in our next issue.

While there were several apologies for this meeting,
there are smiles all round.
Convenors:

Charlie Boschetti
Wal Hamilton

Convenor: Anne Price

Later

The special offer

Book group 1 will meet on Thursday 26 November
by Zoom. The book for November is “Metropolis”,
14th and final Bernie Gunther novel by Phillip Kerr
Convenor: Patricia Noseda

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support
of our club and its activities
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Fantastic Friday Quiz
On Friday October 30th Members again gathered
around their computers to test their skill in the sixth
funny, fabulous, frivolous and fantastically friendly
Quiz.
Being Derby Day eve, the theme was Race Day in the
Birdcage with some reference to the approaching
Hallowe’en. Everyone joined into the spirit of the
day and donned an appropriate hat with Peter looking very dapper wearing a gold tie.

Jan and I again enjoyed planning the afternoon quiz
and thank the Members who attended for their goodnatured participation. Good luck to everyone who
has a bet on Tuesday’s Melbourne Cup. We hope you
have a win.
Denise

As well as the usual 40 trivia questions, participants
were tested with a Hallowe’en Scavenger Hunt, capably won by Diane and a Guess the Number of
Corks in the Champagne Bucket challenge correctly
guessed by Pat.
Competition for honours was strong but our reigning
Ladies, for when you’re not sure what to wear.

Wonder what Glenys was following through the binocs!

champions, Peter and Pat, finished strongly to hold
off all challengers. Judy was only half a length behind in second place with Liz and Russ beaten by a
nose for third.
Halloween did seem to have
some influence on the competition with some sort of phantom
Denise appearing from time to
time
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Boroondara favourites Inventi Ensemble are
again poised to exhilarate audiences with a delightful online presentation of enchanting music.
In this concert, captured in the beautiful Hawthorn Arts Centre in 2017, Inventi brings together outstanding musicians from across Australia
to perform a selection of classic symphonies
with an expanded 17-member cohort.
Featuring strings, flute, oboe and French horns,
this accomplished ensemble perform repertoire
by Mozart, Handel and Haydn in a program dedicated solely to the Classical music era.
This beautifully recorded performance features a
program of favourites.

'Inventi plays symphonies' will be available
from 4pm Friday 13 November to Monday
8:30am 16 November.

Program

Haydn: Symphony Number 6 'le matin'
Mozart: Concertone
Mozart Symphony No 40
Haydn: Arrival of the Queen of Sheba

See www.boroondara.vic.gov.au
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Visit the November Online Gallery featuring artists of
Boroondara—the last in the
“Best of Series” for 2020.
The first Camberwell Art
Show was held in 1966 at
Camberwell Grammar
School featuring 1042 artworks.
One of the principal objectives then was the acquisition of artworks as a basis for a collection for the City of
Camberwell (now City of Boroondara) and its citizens.
In 1969, the Art Show moved its location and featured in
the official launch of the new Camberwell Town Hall with
1357 works.
By 1972, the Art Show had over 2,000 entries. In that year
Study Grant Prize was instituted and David Taylor, whose
works are now well regarded, was the first winner. The
Art Show’s entries peaked at over 4,000 in 1983.
By 1990, over 50 artworks had been donated to the City
of Camberwell and the Rotary Club of Camberwell was
awarded Rotary Internationals District ‘Significant
Achievement Award’ for its running of the show
The City of Boroondara has supported the Art Show since
its inception. In 1999 The Herald Sun became the Art
Show’s major sponsor following the demise of the Herald
Sun Outdoor Art Show.
In 2013 the Art Show moved to the Swinburne University
Advanced Technologies building in Hawthorn with its
massive glass edifice and impressive facilities.
The online entry of art enables the selection and assessing of all works by viewing images and deciding which
works will be invited to exhibit at each Art Show. This
process has built a strong relationship with artists and
customers as well as continuing to enhance the status of
the Camberwell Art Show as one of Australia’s leading art
shows.
The success of the Art Show can be attributed to the quality and range of artwork and the many corporate sponsors, Rotary Club members plus a legion of friends who
volunteer their time to ensure it remains the premier
event on Melbourne’s art calendar.

Supporting community activities within the City of
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising.
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Marty’s Playground

A literary

Trump That !

“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these:
Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 32 of Grey
Matter
1.
2.
3.
4.

William Shakespeare 1564 – 1616 Hamlet act 3,
sc. 4, l.206
Pete Townshend 1945 - “My Generation” (1965
song).
Leo Tolstoy 1828 – 1910 Anna Karenina (1875 –
7) pt.1, ch.1 (tr.A.and L. Maude).
Damon Runyon 1884 – 1946 Cosmopolitan
August 1929, ‘A Very Honourable Guy’

Now find out who is responsible for these.
1.
2.
3.

The cook was a good cook, as cooks go; and as
good cooks go, she went.
We’re eyeball to eyeball, and I think the other
fellow just blinked.
Beauty is all very well at first sight; but who ever
looks at it when it has been in the house three
days?
There is only one religion, though there are a
hundred versions of it.

BRAIN TEASERS

Did I read
that
headline
correctly?

Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.9 through 16
9.
It’s below me
10. As the world turns
11. Chicken Little
12. Bad Spell of weather
13. Getting a word in edgeways
14. Three Degrees below Zero
15. Better late than never
16. Small world after All

COLD WAVE LINKED
TO TEMPERATURES

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for. If you have another
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M.
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the
next issue of Grey Matter.

4.

Who would have thought!

Now try the next block Nos. 1

ENFIELD (LONDON) COUPLE SLAIN;
POLICE SUSPECT HOMICIDE
They may be on to
something!

RED TAPE HOLDS UP NEW
BRIDGES
You mean there’s something
stronger than duct tape?
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