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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
NOVEMBER
10 November—General Meeting
by Zoom
11 November—Canasta Group
12 November—copy for GMW 35
16 November—Walking group
within COVID safe groups
18 November—Discussion Group
by Zoom—11:00am
19 November—copy for GMW 36
23 November—Creative Pursuits &
Garden appreciation
meet in the park
26 November—Book Groups 1 & 2
No GMW for week beginning 30 Nov.

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Judy Bailey
Meredith Daniel
Pam Essery
Angela Johns
Peggy Johnson
Phillip Pitsikas
Roy Price
Peter Phelan
Diane Robinson
Pene Whiteley
Robin Williams
Janet Cook

Ron’s Rambles
Following the Premier’s latest announcement Club activities
will be able to gradually resume and it will be great to be
able to get together at last. These will be communicated to
you via the Newsletter or by your convenors. All activities
will be in accordance with Government guidelines with safety as the number one priority, and outside get togethers will
be the first to commence.
There are plans to dine together early in the New Year.
Firstly, 30 or so of us met at the Old England Hotel in January 2020 and we will be looking at dining there again in January 2021. This will be dependent on the hotel being able
to safely accommodate us.
We are also in the process of planning our Celebratory lunch
which is booked for 9th February. As part of the process a
meeting will be held with the Greenacres Operations Manager to ensure that they comply with all requirements to
ensure your safety. This event will be heavily subsidised.
Details will be advised shortly.
Looking forward to seeing you all at our Zoom General
Meeting.

Ron Johnson, President
Don’t forget—graphics
or pictures with a green
border will provide a
link to the internet
when pdf is viewed on a
computer or tablet
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Committee Report
November 2020
Your Committee met via Zoom for their monthly
Meeting on Monday, November 2nd starting 10.05
a.m. and concluded at 11.55 am. Apologies Phil
Pitsikas, Judy Brophy and Shirley Branagan.
The President (Ron Johnson) opened the meeting.
The minutes of the last Committee meeting were
passed. There was no business arising. Correspondence was presented and is covered within a variety
of topics which are mentioned in the body of this
report.
Marty drew attention to our position regarding the
merits of belonging to the Probus Association of Victoria (PAV). It was that joining this is of no benefit to
Greythorn Probus. This question came up some
years ago. Nothing has changed. Our position is the
same now as it was back then.
Ron welcomed the arrival of Cath Origlasso onto the
committee. She will be working on Outings and Activities in unison with Judy Brophy.
All going to plan (with COVID restrictions lifted) the
Committee will move away from Zoom meetings to
the serene setting of Greenacres Golf Club as of the
next meeting (December 1st).
The Treasurer (Phil Pitsikas) was absent. His report
had been circulated to the committee and was again
very thorough. The club’s finances are in a healthy
state.
Peter Harman (Membership) delivered his report.
Registered Membership at the end of October was
113.
Welfare (Veronica McLellan) was as usual comprehensively covered in her report. Details are to be
found in Grey Matter.
Chresley Robson (Hospitality) had nothing to report.
[COVID to blame yet again]
Judy (Outings & Activities) is recovering from her hip
operation. Cath Origlasso launched herself into this
(her new role) and announced that the numbers for
the Silo Trip (March most likely) have grown to 26
thus far. Cath will also be investigating possible trips
for 2021 [both Day Outings and Longer trips] but
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COVID rules in place at the time will also perhaps
temper some outcomes.
The Newsletter (Russ Dawe) as usual speaks for itself. As Russ and Liz will be fully engaged in alpaca
shearing a bit later in the month Grey Matter Weekly
will not be published for the week beginning 30 November.
For future safety on outings and meetings it has
been decided that we should purchase three good
quality non-contact digital thermometers for the
monitoring and protection of members when gathering in groups.
Russ will be investigating and downloading a
template on current ‘COVID Safe’ requirements.
Under the general heading of Other Business, the
Committee dealt with such topics as:
The General Meeting 10th November format/guest
speaker
Christmas Plans, Cluster suggestions, Picnic
Greenacres Lunch in February
Grant Update
Committee succession planning
Some general discussion took place just prior to the
conclusion of the meeting.
The meeting concluded at 11.55 am
Prepared by Marty.
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This Week
10 November—General Meeting
by Zoom
11 November—Canasta Group
TBA

General Meeting
2nd Tuesday—Tuesday 10 November
We will again need to Zoom our General Meeting for
November as Melbourne’s COVID restrictions are
such that we’d not even be able to meet outdoors.
As usual under our COVID Safe arrangements our
Zoom meeting will commence with an online presentation prospectively by a major international expert.
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Later
Walking for Enjoyment
3rd Monday—Monday 16 November: 10:00am
Welcome Back from Hibernation. Due to COVID restrictions we will be walking in groups of 10.
Each of the groups will be walking in different directions and of course wearing our masks.
Finns Reserve to View Bank or Westerfolds Park
Templestowe
Meet in the car park at the river end of Duncan St
Templestowe (Wombat Bend Playspace).
Melway 33 B4
Steep incline at start of walk;
Coffee at Templestowe
Leader John Astle

After the presentation there will be a business session.

Discussion

As we approach the end of 2020 and changes to the
way we are able to operate in a COVID SAFE world,
activity convenors have been asked to outline to
everyone what they plan for the final few weeks of
2020 and activities in preparation for 2021.

3rd Wednesday —Wednesday 18 November
During COVID restrictions the Discussion group has
met by Zoom commencing at 11:00am.
Convenor: Roy Price

The Zoom access information will be circulated on
Monday 9 November.

Garden Appreciation
& Creative Pursuits

Canasta
2nd Wednesday—Wednesday 11 November
The Canasta group will meet by Zoom on Wednesday
11 November commencing at 2:00pm.

Hopefully the group will be able to meet face-to-face
very soon.
Convenor: Anne Price
Great sculpture

Monday 23 November
The Garden Appreciation and Creative Pursuits
groups will gather in Maranoa Gardens at 12:30 pm.
on Monday 23 November for a light but fun Christmas lunch. Bring you own eats and drinks—COVID
rules permitting.
Current indications are that, from 23 November,
outside social gatherings will be allowed to 50 people.
The activity will be Christmas meeting and final activity for 2020 for each group.
Further details will be circulated.
Convenors: Elaine Provan (Creative Pursuits)
Ros Sinclair (Garden Appreciation)

Our thanks to Boroondara for their support
of our club and its activities
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Book Group 1
Book group 1 will meet on Thursday 26 November
by Zoom. The book for November is “Metropolis”,
14th and final Bernie Gunther novel by Phillip Kerr.
Philip Kerr’s untimely death last year at the age of 62
deprived us of a gifted writer of a variety of books,
from children’s to non-fiction. But it was his creation
Bernie Gunther, a sardonic cop and private investigator in Nazi Berlin, that captured the imagination of
fans across the world.
Gunther first appeared in 1989’s March Violets, as an
ex-policeman specialising in what Dashiell Hammett
called “wandering daughter jobs” around the time of
the 1936 Berlin Olympics. The original Berlin trilogy
took us to the end of the war; after that Kerr had fun
plunging readers forward into Gunther’s postwar
career in Cuba and back into the Nazi era.

Metropolis, the last Gunther novel, begins in 1928
with Gunther working in the Berlin police vice department and lodging with four wonderfully drawn Christopher Isherwood types, including a writer and a musician/escort. A veteran of the Great War, Gunther is
the perfect world-weary investigator for the glittering, doomed demi-monde of Weimar Berlin.
As Metropolis opens, he is newly promoted to the
murder squad of the Kriminalpolizei and begins investigating the serial murders of four suspected prostitutes. In a brilliant set piece scene deploying all
Kerr’s empathy and intelligence, Gunther enters into
an imaginary dialogue with Mathilde Luz, a young
Jewish factory worker who was the first victim. Nazis
in the department wonder why Gunther cares so
much about one dead Jewish girl – and of course
within a decade a million Jewish children will be murdered under the Nazi racial laws. In a universe spiralling towards chaos his desire to establish a little local
order in a sea of entropy is the best that he can do.
When the daughter of a local crime boss is killed, the
stakes are raised
Convenor: Patricia Noseda

Value of a Credit Card
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Book Group 2
Book group 2 will meet on
Thursday 26 November by
Zoom to discuss “ BRUNY”
by Heather Rose.
A massive bridge is being
built to link to sleepy island
of Bruny to the mainland of
Tasmania. And why have
terrorists blown it up ?
BRUNY is a searing, subversive novel about family,
love, loyalty and the new
world order. It is a gripping
thriller with a jaw – dropping twist, a love story, a cry from the heart and a
fiercely entertaining and crucial work of imagination
that asks a burning question : what would you do to
protect the place you love ?
Heather Rose is an Australian author who lives by
the sea in Tasmania. She has written eight novels,
including “The Museum of Modern Love” which won
several awards in 1917 including the Stella Prize .
She has also won two international awards in 2006
and 2007 for her books which have been translated
into numerous languages. She also writes with Danielle Woods under the pen name of Angelica Banks
for their “Tuesday McGillycuddy” children’s series.
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'Inventi plays symphonies', a concert by Boroondara’s Inventi Ensemble, will be available
from 4pm Friday 13 November to 8:30am on
Monday 16 November.
This beautifully recorded performance features a
program of favourites.

Program

Haydn: Symphony Number 6 'le matin'.
Mozart: Concertone.
Mozart Symphony No 40.
Haydn: Arrival of the Queen of Sheba.

See www.boroondara.vic.gov.au

On-line art exhibition
The Melbourne Society of Women Painters & Sculptors 111th Annual Exhibition - their First Virtual Exhibition, which was opened on 6 November, is now
available for viewing online at:
https://mswps.com.au/changing-perspectives-2020
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A young couple moved into a new neighbourhood The next morning while they
were eating breakfast, the young woman saw her neighbour hanging the wash
outside. “That laundry is not very
clean,” she said. “She doesn’t know how

to wash correctly. Perhaps she needs
better laundry soap.”

Her husband looked on, but remained
silent. Every time her neighbour would
hang her wash to dry, the young woman
would make the same comments.
About one month later, the woman was
surprised to see a nice clean wash on
the line and said to her husband: “Look,

she has learned how to wash correctly.
I wonder who taught her this.”
The husband said,”I got up early this
morning and cleaned our windows.”
And so it is with life.
What we see when watching others
depends on the window through which
we look.

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101

Supporting community activities within the City of
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising.

call Christopher Ewart 0419 897 979 or our office on
9854 8888. cewart@nelsonalexander.com.au
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Book Group 1—book review
The Erratics by Vick Laveau-Harvie
Published by The Fourth estate, 2019
Vicki Laveau-Harvie is now in her mid-seventies and resides in the Blue Mountains, NSW. The first draft of this
book was written in 2014 then put in a drawer, only to be
brought out at a writers’ retreat in November of that year
where she was encouraged to enter the manuscript for
the Finch Memorial Prize. It won. Finch closed in 2018
and the book was left without a publisher. However,
once longlisted for the Stella prize it was acquired by the
Fourth Estate an imprint of Harper Collins and won the
Stella prize in 2019.
In 2007 Laveau-Harvie and her
younger sister, now living in
Vancouver, heard from a
stranger their mother had been
hospitalised due to a broken
hip after a fall in her kitchen.
The sisters, long estranged
from their parents and disinherited by them, decided that
“blood calls to blood’ and that
they should travel to Alberta,
Canada to help their parents in
a time of need.
The story is set mainly in the
remote ranch house in the
foothills of the Rockies near where the sisters grew up in
Alberta. The memoir is a narrative of Vicki LaveauHarvie’s version of events; her “truth” about the complicated relationships and loyalties in a dysfunctional family.
Slowly during the course of the book, we learn the reasons for the pain, anger and the damage done to the sisters and their father by their mother’s “monstrous personality” and severe mental illness.
Early in the book when the sisters visit their mother in
hospital she claims they are not her children and only
when they visit together with their father do hospital
staff finally believe who they are. It is clear that their
mother’s manipulative stories have been convincing to
the doctors and nurses. The sisters realise that their
mother must stay in hospital otherwise she will kill their
father. He has already been systematically starved and
made a virtual prisoner from the outside world by his
wife.
Despite this story of pain and confusion, Laveau-Harvie
infuses her story with a sharp even black humour. For
example, in earlier years their mother applied for teaching positions at two Canadian universities. She signed
contracts with both institutions and then realizing that no
matter how superior she might be this is an impossible
situation and rather than explain she reports her own
death and sends them her obituary. There are other separate incidents. Their mother is capable of unprovoked
violence not only towards her family but to others. For
example, she is given a lift to a shopping mall by a kindly
librarian who when they arrive suggests she might like to
use a courtesy vehicle. Infuriated by the implication that
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she might be old and infirm the mother begins hitting the
unsuspecting librarian over the head with her walking
stick.
The sisters work hard to get the large rambling ranch
house full of paintings, antiques, curios and fine china
which is the family home into some kind of order. No
tradesman in the vicinity will consider working there as
their mother either never paid them insisting the work
was not up to standard or sent them $25 as that was all
their work was worth.
Both sisters were anxious to return to their own homes
and set up elaborate arrangements for the care of their
father at home. However, inevitably such arrangements
fail and they realise it is necessary for their father to leave
Alberta for Vancouver where his younger daughter lives.
Eventually he moves to a retirement complex and appears to have put the trauma of his married life aside.
For Vicki, the ending of her relationship with her mother
is her sudden death in hospital following rehabilitation.
There are poignant moments in her mother’s ferocious
fight to walk again and one of the final snapshots we have
of her is on her walker up and down hospital corridors
wearing a pair of high-heeled Bally pumps to complement
her hospital attire.
Laveau-Harvie found peace and comfort in the mountainous landscape of the Rockies. She bookends her memoir
by descriptions of the landscape and the Orotoks Erratic,
a huge boulder deposited by glacial flow which has imploded on itself and which dominates the landscape near
her parents’ home.
The many issues raised in this book provoked thoughtful
discussion and lively commentary in our book group. This
is not a book that is enjoyable but a fascinating journey of
one woman’s resilience and endurance to lead the life of
a good person in the face of huge odds.
Marilyn Poole

How to eat icecream
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Marty’s Playground
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these:
Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 33 of Grey
Matter
1.
Saki (H.H. Munro)1870 – 1916 ‘Reginald
on Besetting Sins’ (1904)
2.
Dean Rusk 1909 – 94 On the Cuban
Missile Crisis 24 October 1962
3.
George Bernard Shaw 1856 – 1950 Man
and Superman (1903) act 4
4.
(ditto) Plays Pleasant and Unpleasant
(1898) vol. 2, preface

Now find out who is responsible for these.
1.
2.
3.

Never laugh at live dragons.
Neurosis is the way of avoiding nonbeing by avoiding being.
The truth is rarely pure, and never
simple.
Father Abbot, I am come to lay my bones
amongst you.

BRAIN TEASERS
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.1 through 8
1.
Almost forgotten
2.

The jig is up

3.

One foot in the grave

Did I read
that
headline
correctly?

4.

Fancy that

5.

There is nothing on TV

6.

Bad timing

7.

Three wise men

8.

Hi – O – Silver

MAN STRUCK BUY
LIGHTNING: FACES
BATTERY CHARGE
He probably IS the battery charge!

Some answers I am not certain about and are open to
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for. If you have another
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M.
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the
next issue of Grey Matter.

NEW STUDY OF OBESITY LOOKS FOR LARGER TEST
GROUP

Now try the next block Nos. 9
through 16

4.

Weren’t they fat enough?!
ASTRONAUT TAKES BLAME FOR GAS IN
SPACECRAFT
That’s what he gets for eating those
beans!
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