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CALENDAR OF ACTIVITIES
OCTOBER
Summer Time

21 October—Discussion Group
by Zoom
22 October—Book Groups 1 & 2
by Zoom
26 October—Creative Pursuits
by Zoom
27 October—Investors Group
by Zoom
30 October— Quiz
by Zoom
2 November—Scrabble Group*
3 November—Committee Meeting
by Zoom
5 November—Solo Group
TBA
10 November—General Meeting
by Zoom
* subject to COVID restrictions

BIRTHDAYS

Ron’s Rambles

At last the COVID handbrake is coming off! I am
sure it will be a great relief for everyone to be finally able to
visit their hairdresser. Hair colouring will be in big demand
as the images we see in the mirror become recognizable
after many months.
It will be nice to be able to get together with our families
and friends in local parks with up to ten people from two
groups allowed. We have been separated from our families
and many of us will be helped by the increase in the distance limit to 25 kilometres.
Peggy and I have explored every walking trail within five
kilometres of home, so are very excited about the prospect
of exploring different areas. Isn’t it weird that little things
like that can lift your spirits. The re-opening of golf courses
is something we were hoping for as well, so we will have to
clean all the cobwebs off before venturing out.
As we commence planning our 2021 activities, it is with
great pleasure that I advise that Cathy Origlasso has agreed
to take on the club’s Events and Activities role. Cathy will
be working closely with Judy and the rest of the committee
in co-ordinating these events.
Hopefully within the next few week, some of our normal
club activities will be able to resume and we will keep you
updated as more
details are released.

Ron Johnson, President

OCTOBER
Denise Boschetti
Malcolm Knight
Marty Malone
Hugh Marshall
Martin Randall
Joan Richardson
Joan Teele
Barbara Van Woerkom
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General meeting
Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.
Minutes of General Meeting Tuesday 13 October 2020
via ZOOM
The President, Ron Johnson opened the Zoom meeting at
10.01 am
Attendees.
Circa 64 members were in attendance including three
guests (Jenny, Kaye and Lyn). There were no apologies.
Phil Pitsikas attended from
his ‘bed of pain’ at Epworth
hospital. Brave man.
Ron opened the meeting
then handed over to Judy
Brophy who introduced
Monique Pitsikas and told
us something of her stage
experience. Monique then gave us a more detailed critique of her CV which was both extensive and impressive.
She then delivered us 7 songs from a number of musicals;

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Song No.
When you’ve got it, flaunt it. From The Producers
Stop in and see me. From Weird Romance
Like Love. From Charlie Girl
Since you stayed here. From Brownstone
Everybody’s girl. From Steel Pier
Unusual Way. From Nine (9)
Unexpected Song. From Song and Dance
Monique then answered questions.

Page 2

In conclusion everyone heartily thanked Monique for her
wonderful concert. Ron then formally thanked Monique.
Induction:
Ron inducted both Angie
and Martin Randall into our
club, read out the ideals of
Probus, after which both
Angie and Martin delivered
a comprehensive history of
themselves. Ron explained
that they would be receiving
their complete induction kit when we can all meet together as one (almost certainly not until 2021).
Minutes:
Ron then asked for the Minutes of the last General
meeting to be accepted. Moved Ron and seconded by
Russ. Passed.
The Committee members were then called upon to deliver their respective reports. Although these reports have
been comprehensively dealt with in the Newsletter (Grey
Matter), Committee members were given the opportunity
for a personal input.
Correspondence
Marty delivered his report
referring to his notes already in the Committee
Report in Issue 30 of Grey
Matter. He also became
obviously excited upon actually having received at
least some correspondence
this time around. He outlined the various sources from which the correspondence
is received, then went on to describe his interpretation of
the information contained in a recent PSPL on line seminar (held September 22nd) for Clusters 1, 2 & 3 District
9800 (of which we are part). Upon studying their document and attachments he concluded that as far as Greythorn Probus is concerned we are well ahead of the pack
with all our initiatives in 2020 in keeping the club alive
and relevant.
In effect, we can do no more than we are doing and we
are doing far more than most, albeit all other Probus
clubs.
Well done everybody.
Treasurer’s Report
Phil’s report is published in its entirety in Issue 30 of Grey
matter.
Ron moved that the report be taken as read. Seconded by
Anne Harman. Passed.
Welfare Report
As above, most has already been covered in Grey Matter.
Veronica added her personal touch here once again. She
concluded by wishing Judy well on her imminent operation at Epworth.
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Newsletter Report
Russ basically stated that he could not add anything
which has not already been dealt with in the Newsletter.
All going well.
Outings and Activities Report
Judy thanked everyone for their good wishes re her up
and coming operation. She then outlined the obvious fact
that all outings are now cancelled tor 2020 and that our
first activity in 2021 will most likely be the Silos Art Trail
in March. She also reminded us that in her absence the
Quiz will still be held this coming Friday (October 16th).
THE SHOW MUST GO ON!
Judy concluded by alluding to some sort of rendezvous
with Phil in Epworth tomorrow, however, this bit did not
get passed the censors so it can’t be mentioned here.
Other Business
Ron delivered the inevitable; that after a year of deferments and venue restrictions (social distancing regulations) that the Christmas Lunch at Rosanna Golf Club will
not take place. An alternative mentioned was for a BIG
BASH BANG UP LUNCH in February 2021. Some other
ideas were suggested for 2020, including one from Denise
Boschetti that we have a get together picnic, and Ron will
be taking these back to the Committee for consideration.
The general consensus however is that February 2021 is
our most likely window of opportunity to have this get
together.
Today’s participants were then asked for some ideas as to
2021 Day Tours. The response was zero. Ron suggested
that people put their minds to thinking about some possibilities for day trips and report back via email (address
column to right).
Joan Teele asked whether there
had been any nominations for
Vice President. Ron advised that
Martin Randall has nominated,
and Martin confirmed his acceptance to an invitation to
attend committee meetings up
to the AGM. Martin is our newest member and delayed his
application in the hope that a
current member would come
forth. His preference is for the
current President to remain in
2021 as he gets to know other members and the functions of the committee.
Meeting concluded at 11.04 am.
Next General Meeting via ZOOM will be at 10 am on
November 10th.
Prepared by M P Malone, Secretary.

Some of our
members
enjoying
Monique’s
songs.

2021 activities
In 2019 we had some great outings and trips—
indeed many were considered, even booked, for
2020— but ‘something’ intervened and we were
prevented.
HOWEVER, we’re looking for 2021 to be a bumper
year for club activities and we’d like your ideas and
suggestions.
The sorts of things we’re seeking your input for include:
Day outings
[2019 included the Jazz Museum, Police Air Wing, Synchrotron etc]

Full day trips
(* Ultimate Indulgence date to be advised)
[2019 included Westernport boat trip, Daylesford]

Multiday– trips
(* Silo Art Trail—15—19 March)
[2019 Merrimbula]

* Currently
planned

We need your suggestions and, if you can, information about what’s involved, costs and contact information.
Send your suggestions to:
president@greythornprobus.org.au
Some that have been proposed so far include:
Club part-day outings
Swinburne’s Virtual Reality Theatre
Full Day trips:
Walhalla and the town train tour
Echuca
Beleura on Mornington Peninsula

Longer trips:
Mallacoota & the fire ravaged areas of northern
Victoria
Wynyard’s Tulip Festival and
northern Tasmania
Floriade in Canberra

Our thanks to Boroondara
for their support of our club and its activities
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Reminder

We had our Zoom Canasta on Wednesday. It was a
beautiful day and everyone was in good spirits. We
chatted about many different things and the ladies
are waiting for the day they can get a haircut. I told
them that I booked in on line and am No 83 on the
waiting List. The dog owners are all happy that their
dogs have been clipped.
We will meet again next month on Zoom and are
hoping that we might be able to get together in
December.
Ann

Welfare Report
Two of our committee members are having a stay in
Epworth Richmond.
Phil Pitsikas is now in rehab there and is making progress with the help of the physios treating his back
issues.
Judy Brophy had her hip replacement surgery on
Wednesday and has already been out of bed and doing
some exercises. She hopes to move to rehab there in a
few days.
I hope that everyone else is well and enjoying more
sunshine and warmer days. It is uplifting to see all the
lovely blossoms and new growth and may be after Sunday we will be able to have more reasons to feel cheerful.
I will not include a report on my own dental traumas!!!
Ivy has returned to her Sorrento home.
Ron Roy asks that his best wishes are passed on to everyone in the club. He really appreciates the continued
contact.
Regards, Veronica

Our Silo Art Trail tour has
been postponed until
15—19 March 2021.
Newer members please
have a look at the itinerary & contact Judy ASAP
for more information.
View the itinerary here
Convenor: Judy Brophy

A STORY FOR OUR TOUGH 2020 TIMES
Marcel was sick and tired of the world; of COVID19,
Brexit, Russian belligerence, global warming, racial
tensions, and the rest of the disturbing stories that
occupy media headlines.
Marcel drove his car into his garage and then sealed
every doorway and window as best he could. He got
back into his car and wound down all the windows,
selected his favorite radio station and hit the car’s
ignition.
Four days later, a worried neighbor peered through
his garage window and saw him in the car. She notified the emergency services and they broke in, pulling Marcel from the car. A little sip of water and,
surprisingly, he was in perfect condition, but his
Tesla had a dead battery

How to open a
pineapple

Estate Agents
278 High Street,
Kew 3101
call Christopher Ewart
0419 897 979 or our
office on 9854 8888.
cewart@nelsonalexander
.com.au
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So.... for anyone that doesn’t know, on Wednesday I volunteered for the Australian vaccine trials for Covid-19,
held here in Melbourne.
The vaccine is one that was created in Russia.
I received my first shot yesterday at 4:00 pm,
and I wanted to let you all know that it’s completely safe,
with иo side effects whatsoeveя, and that I feelshκι
χoρoshό я чувствую себя немного странно и я думаю,
что вытащил ослиные уши

19—25October

Quiz Report

Another fantastic Friday afternoon !
The fifth, fabulous, frivolous, fantastically friendly
Quiz was attended by 31 competitors which included
a number of very welcome visitors. The theme was
AFL Footy Finals (in keeping with the “F” alliteration)
and almost everyone came dressed to impress
sporting the colours of a favourite team. Pat
seemed to be experiencing a crisis of some kind as
he displayed hats, scarves and assorted paraphernalia of a number of teams which we put down to too
many late night and/or early morning sessions
watching his beloved Celtic.
Competition for the two tickets to next week’s
Grand Final in Brisbane (bring your own food and
drinks) was fierce (another “F” word) with Anne and
Peter being pipped at the post by reigning champions Peter and Pat. The half mark separating these
two teams may have caused the Harmans to add
another “F” word to the title of the Quiz. Angie and
Martin shared the Bronze Medal with Judy’s friends
Maria and Gary just one point behind the Silver
Medalists.
Jan and I thank you all for coming to play and for
your good humoured participation. Thanks Russ for
your excellent organisation of the Zoom session.
Denise Powell
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Students in an advanced Biology class were taking their
mid-term exam. The last question was, 'Name seven
advantages of Mother's Milk.' The question was worth 70
points or none at all. One student was hard put to think
of seven advantages. He wrote:
1) It is the perfect formula for the child.
2) It provides immunity against several diseases.
3) It is always the right temperature.
4) It is inexpensive.
5) It bonds the child to mother and vice versa.
6) It is always available as needed.
And then the student was stuck. Finally, in desperation,
just before the bell rang indicating the end of the test he
wrote:
7) It comes in two attractive containers and it's high
enough off the ground where the cat can't get it.
He got an A.

A Scotsman phones a dentist to enquire about
the cost for a tooth extraction.
"£85 for an extraction, sir", the dentist replied.
"£85!!! Huv ye no'got anythin' cheaper?"
"That's the normal charge", said the dentist.
"Whit aboot if ye didnae use any anesthetic?"
"That's unusual, sir, but I could do it and knock £15
off".
"Whit aboot if ye used one of your dentist trainees,
and still without an anesthetic?"
"I can't guarantee their professionalism, and it'll be
painful, but the price could drop to £40".
"How aboot if ye make it a trainin' session, and 'ave
one of yer students do the extraction, with the other
students watchin' and learnin'?"
It'll be good for the students, thought the dentist,:
and said: "I'll charge you £5,but it's going to be very
traumatic."
"Och, now yer talkin' laddie! It's a deal," said the
Scotsman. "Can ye confirm an appointment for th'
wife next Tuesday then?"
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Discussion
3rd Wednesday: Wednesday 21 October
A Zoom on line learning presentation on WIN 10 Operating System will be held on WED 21 Oct 11.00am.
An introduction will cover background and some
technical terminology. Location and how to access
some elements of WIN 10 OS will be shown by means
of screenshots covering aspects of the SETTINGS
menu.
WIN 10 has methods and tools to assist in maintaining good working order and many of these will be
covered again by screenshots.
This presentation, to
promote a better understanding of WIN 10, is of
a general nature and
insufficient for implementation.
As Win10 is such a significant operating system with
earlier (and often preferred) Operating Systems not
being supported by MS, this will be a very useful session for lots of members.
Convenor: Roy Price

While we’re thinking about technology
……...…...

19—25 October

Book Groups

22 October

“A ROOM MADE OF LEAVES “ by Kate Grenville,
What if Elisabeth Macarthur, wife of the notorious
John Macarthur, wool baron in the earliest days of
Sydney had written a frank secret memoir which had
been miraculously found and then published?
This is the starting point of this intriguing novel. A
playful dance between the real and the invented.
Marriage to a ruthless bully and being part of a society that gave women no power and few opportunities,
this Elisabeth Macarthur manages her complicated
life with spirit and passion ,cunning and sly wit.
Her supposed memoir lets us hear what those seemingly demure women from history might really have
thought !
At the centre of this book is one of the most toxic
issues of our own age, the seductive appeal of false
stories. This book may be set in the past, but it’s just
as much about the present, where secrets and lies
have the dangerous power to shape reality.
In September 2019 Book Group 2 read the well
written and thoroughly researched biography of Elisabeth Macarthur, “Life at the Edge of the World” by
Michelle Tucker. We found that Elisabeth to be a remarkable and resourceful woman so we are looking
forward to this new and no doubt different Elisabeth.
A screen grab from the online launch of ‘A Room made of Leaves’
Tuesday 21 July 2020

Supporting community activities within the City of
Boroondara through their fantastic fund raising.
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Buying half a cauliflower.
A man went into a supermarket and tried to buy half
a cauliflower. The very young greens-produce assistant told him that they sold only whole cauliflowers.
The man persisted and asked to see the manager,
and the boy went to find him.
Walking into the stock room, the boy said to his
manager, "Some wanker out there wants to buy half
a cauliflower." As he finished his sentence, he
turned to find the customer standing right behind
him, so he added, "And this gentleman has kindly
offered to buy the other half."
The manager approved the deal, and the man went
on his way.

Here’s another offering for some

COVID COMFORT
Choc/hazelnut slice

Ingredients;

Later the manager said to the boy, "I was impressed
with the way you got yourself out of that situation
earlier. We like people here who think on their feet.
Where are you from, son?"

1 packet of Marie biscuits - crushed
125 g butter
200 g sweetened condensed milk
2 tbls golden syrup
‘a bit’ of copha
1 block of Cadbury’s Hazelnut chocolate (with the
whole nuts)

"Cardiff, sir," the boy replied.

Method:

"Why did you leave Cardiff ?" the manager asked.
The boy said, "Sir, there's nothing there but prostitutes and rugby players."
"Really?" said the manager. "My wife is from Cardiff."
"You're kidding?" replied the boy. "What position
did she play?"

Crush the biscuits and put in a basin.
Melt the butter with the condensed milk and the
golden syrup.
Pour the mixture over the crushed biscuits.
Press into a slice tin and put into the fridge until cold.
Melt copha and the block of chocolate and pour over
the slice and return to the fridge.
When chocolate has set cut into sections for serving
& enjoy.

I've finally worked out the story of the hotel
quarantine bungle in Victoria.
There were four people responsible named
Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and Nobody.
There was an important job to be done and
Everybody was sure that Somebody would do
it.
Anybody could have done it, but Nobody did it.
Somebody got angry about that, because it
was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but
Nobody realised that Everybody wouldn’t do it.
It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have.
I'm glad I cleared that up for you all.
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Trump That !

Marty’s Playground
“Quotable Quotes” or Who said It?
Aka Get Googling and find the authors to these:
Answers to quotes 1 through 4 in Issue 29 of Grey
Matter
1. Sir Herbert Beerbohm Tree (1852 – 1917). Of Israel
Zangwill (1920) app 4
2. Mark Twain 1835 – 1910 The Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn (1884) ch.1
3. Mark Twain. Following the Equator (1897)
4. Oscar Wilde 1854 – 1900. Lady Windermere’s Fan
(1892) act 3

Now find out who is responsible for these.
1.
2.
3.
4.

He [Bernard Shaw] hasn’t an enemy in the
world, and none of his friends like him
Pleasure is nothing else but the intermission of
pain.
When I want a peerage, I shall buy it like an
honest man.
I brought myself down. I gave them a sword.
And they stuck it in.

Did I read
that
headline
correctly?

Police Begin
Campaign to Run Down Jaywalkers
NOW THAT’S TAKING THINGS A BIT FAR
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Panda Mating Fails;
Veterinarian Takes Over
WHAT A GUY
Miners Refuse to Work after Death
NO – GOOD – FOR NOTHING’ LAZY SO – AND
– SO’S!

BRAIN TEASERS
Solutions to last week’s blocks Nos.9 through 16
9.
Change of Pace
10. Square Dance Contest
11. Loose at Both Ends
12. Man Overboard
13. Split Pea Soup (P)
14. Long Underwear (an oldie but a goodie)
15. Reading between the Lines (ditto)
16. Split Level (ditto)
Some answers I am not certain about and are open to
scrutiny. Some I have no answer for. If you have another
interpretation, please contact the headmaster Mr. M.
Malone and it will be considered for ADDENDUM in the
next issue of Grey Matter.

Now try the next block Nos. 1
through 8

Probus Club of Greythorn Inc.

